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ATTENTION-PROTESTANTS! 


Are you a member of 


the true church of Christ? 
Rome says “NO” Protestants say “YES” 


WHO’S RIGHT? You will find the answer in this first of 
a series of educational films on the Roman Catholic 


question in America. 


THE ONE TRUE CHURCH feet 


A distinguished panel of 3 former Roman Catholic 
priests and 3 Protestant clergymen intelligently 
and factually examine the official teachings of 
the Roman Catholic church and the teachings of 
Scripture. Dr. Charles Anderson, president of the 
Northeastern Bible Institute leads the stimulating 
and informative discussion. 

For a showing in your church 


write at once to FILM DEPT. 
BOOKINGS AFTER OCT. 28, 1956 


Plan How... 
CHRIST'S MISSION 


3rd Annual Banquet 


Friday Oct. 26, 1956 
6:30 P.M. 


Speaker 
Dr. Clyde W. Taylor 
Special Music 
Staff of Ex-Priests 
Showing of New Film 
“THE ONE TRUE CHURCH" 
Schrafft's Concourse Room 
21 West 51st Street 
New York City 
COST $3.75 Send for your Tickets now! 
ee 
Plan to Attend... 


Christ's Mission Exhibits 


Nat'l S. S. Ass'n Convention 
October 10-12, 1956 
Moody Memorial Church - Chicago, Ill. 
Booth #3 
Phila. Ass'n S. S. Convention 
Nov. 2-3, 1956 
Berachah Church - 16th & Allegheny Sts. 


COLOR - SOUND 


Every Protestant should 
know which is the One 
True Church and know 
why. 


CHRIST'S MISSION 
Anaya on ele 


....Who Want To 
Protect Our Freedoms! 


N the world today when your freedom to 

believe and worship as your conscience 
dictates, is just as important to you as free- 
dom from financial worry, there is ONE in- 
vestment which protects you both ways—a 
CHRIST’S MISSION FREEDOM ANNUITY. 
This annuity has as its primary purpose, the 
PROTECTION of your freedom from re- 
ligious forces which would dictate thought 
if they came to power in this country. Our 
ministry is being marvelously used of God in 
bringing others to a saving knowledge of 
Jesus Christ. 

A CHRIST’S MISSION FREEDOM AN- 
NUITY protects also your financial status by 
bringing you a generous and dependable 
income, as high as 8.2% a year, from the 
date you invest for the rest of your life. You 
give to God’s work and at the same time in- 
sure protection of your spiritual and finan- 
cial freedoms. 


For complete details, send coupon today 


oot 


Gentlemen: 


I am interested in your Freedom Annuities. 
Please send me FREE booklet with details. 


CHRIST’S MISSION. INC. 
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Ineredible Tyranny 

The sufferings and complaints 
of all mankind are my witnesses, 
that, through the laws of the Pope 
and the doctrines of men, the con- 
sciences of the faithful have been 
insnared, tortured, and torn in 
pieces, while, at the same time, 
their property and substance have 
been devoured by an incredible 
tyranny, and are still devoured 
without end and by degrading 
means, and that too, most of all, 
in this noble nation of Germany. 
Yet it is with them a perpetual 
statute, that the laws and doc- 
trines of the Pope be held errone- 
MAGAZINE OF OUR CHRISTIAN HERITAGE ous and reprobate when they are 
contrary to the Gospel and the 

opinions of the Fathers. 
VOL. 17 OCTOBER, 1956 NO. 8 ae If, then, I shall retract these 
books, I shall do no other than 
5 add strength to tyranny and 
2 throw open doors to this great 
CONTENTS: : impiety, which will then stride 
forth more widely and licentious- 
ly than it has dared hitherto; so 
Editorial ae that the reign of iniquity will pro- 
The Truth Shall Make You Free | ceed with entire impunity, and, 
: ; notwithstanding its intolerable 
Stars of the Pulpit oppression upon the suffering vul- 
Candle of the Month gar, be still further fortified and 
: established; especially when it 
ave a shall be saieshileand that I have 
Lives that Speak been driven to this act by the au- 
You Be the Judge oo of — serene Majesty 
. . ig and the whole Roman Empire. 
pnd - nen Cmte a What a cloak, blessed Lord, should 
Book Review I then become for wickedness and 

despotism ! 


Letters to the Editor 


Martin Luther 
(before the Diet of Worms, 1521) 


Editor: Walter M. Montano 
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ENJOYED 


I do want you to know that I enjoy 
this one magazine more than any other 
of its type that comes into my home. 
It is certainly a God-inspired endeavor. 

U.P., Okla. 


ANOTHER SERVANT 


We certainly will renew our subscrip- 
tion to the CONVERTED CATHOLIC maga- 
zine as soon as my husband is out of 
Bible School. 

Mrs. W.G.M., Calif. 


NEW INFORMATION 


I take up considerable time sending 
out the various publications that come 
to us, and will do this with your maga- 
zine, which is growing more and more 
attractive and giving forth much in- 
formation. 

Mrs. D.T., N.Y. 


DON'T DELAY 


Forgive me for delaying my subscrip- 
tion to the CONVERTED CATHOLIC maga- 
zine. I enclose two dollars for the 
next year, and I wish you God’s bless- 
ing in your work. I myself am con- 
verted from Roman Catholicism and I 
know what it is. 

W.B., Illinois 


THRILLING NEWS 


After having partially read several 
issues of the CONVERTED CATHOLIC mag- 
azine, I believe yours is one of the 
greatest works for the Lord today. We 
are beginning our second term as pio- 
neer missionaries 2000 miles up the 
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Amazon and are beginning to see the 
power of the Roman Church. May the 
Lord call out many precious souls from 
this terrible system before He comes. 


P.L.S., Brazil 


PRINT TRUTH 


I think that your paper is one of the 
greatest papers published in the U. S. 
of America today and I hope and pray 
that you will go on printing the truth. 


H.T.W., Ore. 


ALL DOCUMENTED 


Thanks a lot for your magazine. I 
have never read such amazing facts. 
I am checking your magazine and here 
enclosed is a proof for your CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC. I never knew of this fact. 
Your editorial, “Bridges to the Vati- 
can” is breath-taking. If prayers will 
help you and the magazine,- you will 
have mine. 


JHT. Va. 


WE NEED MORE CO-LABORERS 


To us who are missionaries among 
the Catholic people, your CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC magazine is a “must.” Among 
other things we value it most highly 
for the information it gives as to the 
R. C. situation and trend in our coun- 
try and in the world in general. May 
the Lord continue to bless you in your 
good work is our earnest prayer. 


Rev. W.R.H., Calif. 


REJOICE 


Since I almost became a Catholic 
several years ago, I am very interested 
in your magazine CONVERTED CATHO- 
Lic. The Lord stepped in and saved 
me before I made such a step but my 
heart goes out to the millions who are 
within the church now and without 
hope. Therefore, I’d like to subscribe 
to the magazine for a year and am en- 
closing $2.00. I’ll continue to pray for 
your work in reaching Catholics for the 
Lord and I just rejoice in the testi- 
monies of those who have been glorious- 
ly saved. 

J.T., Penna. 


LEARNED MORE 


I have been a subscriber to CoN- 
VERTED CATHOLIC magazine for about 
five years, and wish to say that April 
issue is one of the best you have pub- 
lished. Would also like to say that I 
have learned more about my Protestant 
belief than I ever knew before reading 
your wonderful magazine. And I am 
able to answer some of the questions 
of my Catholic friends with regard to 
Catholicism as well as my own religion. 
I have had you mail a year’s subscrip- 
tion to several people who were con- 
sidering Catholicism, and I hope they 
learned the real facts about intent of 
the clergy, as it seems to me. 


Mrs. N.G.W., Miss. 


ANOTHER CONVERT 


A few months ago by the g 
the Lord and help of a Baptist 
sionary I was saved and I came 
life. I was born in Italy a Catholi 
raised in the confusion, idolat 
lies of the church of Rome. I saw 
wonderful magazine and I liked i 
much. You are doing a good je 
caping the mistake and lies of the 
Christ of Rome. Please send m 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC. ° 
E.B., € 


HAVE YOUR CHURCH SUBSCRIBE 

I had planned to subscribe to 
magazine CONVERTED CATHOLIC, bui 
that it is now on sale in our lite 
rack in our church (United) so I 
been getting a copy every month 
find it very interesting. It con 
some wonderful articles of spir 
help and also informative ones. 
pastor has highly recommended it. 
God richly bless your work. You 
be assured of my prayer support. & 


Mrs. J.H.B., Ca 


Your editorials are always clear 
forceful, but your editorials in 
1956 issue are superb—the best 
ever penned. I hope you will m 
them available in pamphlet form 
you have done recently in the 
monies of former priests, monks, 
laymen. I am ordering a supply f 
the book department! If this is done, 
will be glad to order 300 copies—pe 
haps more. May God guide and bi 
you and your colleagues and may 
be used to save America from Rom 
ism. 


C.AR,, 


A REAL BATTLE 


Please accept this letter in token a], 
our appreciation for your wonderful! 
magazine, the CONVERTED CaTHOut]| 


years. It is as truthful, straightfo 
ward, and informative today as wh 
we received our first copy. When 
comes to exposing the popery you 
magazine is tops; it is in a class by i 
self. When we finish reading it 
loan it to others to read or mail the 
to friends or relatives in the hope th 
too will subscribe. May God rich 
bless you as you battle for God ani 
America. 

W.T.E., Ok 


CHRISTIAN REGARD 


It would be quite impossible for 
to tell you of my Christian satisfacti0 
in receiving for a number of years ne 
your CONVERTED CATHOLIC magazine. 
have purchased subscriptions for the 
who I felt should know the truth, ) 
they contend against the truth as itis 
in Christ Jesus. I cannot begin to tél 
you how much regard I have, Christiat 
regard, for your Christ-inspired magt 
zine. 


F.A.W., Calit 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAGZINE 








NATION AT THE CROSSROADS 


n My [' IS FAR FROM OUR INTENTION to persuade the 
: aah adherents of any political organization to leave 
rm qjieir party or be disloyal to their commitments. 
> testi Neither do we want to dissuade anyone from join- 
ks, aling the existent political groups. We have 
y frmionsistently upheld our non-partisan viewpoint, 
s—paqcaiming only the right to see that the government 
sapreserves and defends the Constitution as it exists. 
ay yu This we recognize can be done only through con- 
Romaniformity to a set of principles, which should act as 
alodestone in determining the country’s course. 

It is in this respect that the issues of the day 
are of vital concern. For regardless of which party 
okenil is involved, if principles are abandoned, the way 
nderful 8 left wide open for any ambitious politico to seek 
THOU} his own advantage at the expense of the common 
sever] weal. Society has all too many unscrupulous self- 
ine seekers, who for a moment’s gain or glory would 
Vhen q%ll their souls to Mephistopheles, their friends to 
y yous Mammon, or their country to Mars. 

s byit] Both of the major political parties have had 
A istrong temptations to compromise the country’s 
ae yet HOnor, and it is a reproach to the nation that both 
- yichfhave on occasion yielded. How many times the 
70d amiistability and integrity of the nation have been 
On imperiled or placed in jeopardy because of the 
° Werweening ambition of some high-level poli- 
ticians is, we suspect, a subject that never will be 
for adequately covered in the history books. 
sfactioy But if the U.S. Constitution, ordained “to secure 
ars nthe blessings of liberty to ourselves and our pos- 
—_ terity,” is not recognized as the compass and guid- 
uth, fe] #8 star in national affairs, if political parties do 
as iti#20t revere the spirit of our founding fathers, if 
n to tdi those who seek to stir up a tempest over the Capi- 
_— tol are looking for nothing but banner headlines, 
®| if the government is simply a caucus of old friends 
, Cali{€athered together to divide the spoils, then it is 
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EDITORIAL 


WALTER M. MONTANO 


time for Americans to speak, and to speak loudly, 
effectively, and repeatedly. 


SIREN VOICES 


In past issues we have pointed to certain un- 
pleasant evidences of political disorientation and 
deviation on the part of some government officials. 
These we deplore, and while the job of pointing 
the finger is often distasteful to us, especially in 
the case of popular “heroes,” nevertheless we take 
seriously the responsibility of indicating where 
they are off-course. 

However, we do recognize the fact that there 
are men on the national scene who apparently have 
the mental balance and moral equilibrium neces- 
sary to guide the affairs of state. But we realize 
at the same time that such men are always sur- 
rounded by inimical forces of all kinds and are 
constantly lured by siren voices offering them— 
like the tempter of old—all the kingdoms of the 
world if they will but listen and yield. 

It is high time that Americans remind them- 
selves anew that those who are elected are to 
represent the electors, that is, the voters. In a 
democratic country such as ours, the voice of the 
people should determine the pace and temper of 
government actions. Once the government begins 
to act independently, disregarding public senti- 
ment and opinion, it has taken the first disastrous 
step toward dictatorship. Is America willing to 
surrender her liberties so cheaply? Can Americans 
ever really tolerate a dictator? 


THE NARROWING GAP 


In our editorial last month we pointed out that 
in the Democratic Party there was a movement 
afoot to nominate a Roman Catholic for the office 
of Vice President. Our correspondence with Mr. 
Stevenson expressed clearly our opposition to such 
an attempt, in which our readers strongly con- 
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curred. But apparently we were not alone in our 
recognition of the danger of a Roman Catholic in 
such a high office, for despite the early lead of 
Senator Jack Kennedy of Massachusetts, who 
came within thirty-eight and a half points of win- 
ning the Democratic nomination, the tide suddenly 
turned in favor of Senator Estes Kefauver—a 
rather remarkable switch on the face of it. The 
significance of the outcome lies not in the fact of 
who won but in the fact that the victory was not 
overwhelming. Next time there might not be a 
thirty-eight-and-a-half-point gap between a Ro- 
man Catholic and the Vice-Presidency. 

This alone should be a call to alert Americans 
everywhere who wish to guard their freedoms. If 
this seems like a cry of “Wolf! wolf!” one has only 
to remember that despite the patriotic altruism of 
an individual Roman Catholic, he is subjected to 
pressures beyond his control to which he is bound 
to yield if he has convictions or scruples about the 
church of his choice. The official stand of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church is clear and admits of no 
equivocation, in spite of the honeyed, studied 
words of some of the American hierarchy. Rome 
leaves no doubt as to where a Catholic’s allegiance 
lies; why should any American Catholic or non- 
Catholic argue the point? 


VOX POPULI 


To this date, we have received no answer to our 
communication from either Mr. Stevenson or Mr. 
Nixon, but now at least we know who the candi- 
dates are. Firmly and strongly we urge our read- 
ers to express their convictions that they want a 
free America and all the elements that constitute 
a real democracy. We reiterate our ardent desire 
that, for the benefit of this country and the world 
at large, America remain the lighthouse of liberty, 
that with brilliancy and strength that light may 
continue to shine undimmed, that it may enable 
our leaders to chart their course confidently. To 
this end we again urge our readers to press their 
chosen candidates to agree to hold high the stand- 
ard of freedom so dearly purchased and to march 
with integrity of purpose in the path of glory laid 
out by our forefathers. 

The man who cherishes his freedoms and holds 
sacred his precious heritage cannot lead his coun- 
try far astray. 


RUMBLINGS FROM POLAND 


HE RECENT POLITICAL AND SOCIAL turbulence in 

Poznan, Poland, has focused attention on a coun- 
try whose national integrity and internal security 
have been threatened many times in its long his- 
tory. Ceded to the Soviet sphere of influence at 
Teheran and Yalta, Poland, a Catholic country, 
was forced into the Communist mold, though a 
1946 referendum indicated that 84% of the coun- 
try was opposed to the new regime. 

The Roman Catholic Church, unable to control 
the high-level disposition of Poland, was forced to 


choose between resistance or compromise, { 
chose compromise. As a result, thousands 


“patriotic priests’ and “progressive Catholig? c 


collaborated with the government, which of cow 


i 


profited by their support. Even the Polish bishoyg . 


went all out to get along with the regime, despity 
the church’s avowed hatred of Communism. “% 
are seeking a positive solution, which would bem 
fit both the Church and the State,” they said. (Se 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC, May, 1954) 

But the “positive solution” apparently benefit, 
the State more than the Church. Although ¢ 
Communist suppression strengthened the feeling 
of nationalism and resulted in a stronger attagh 
ment to Catholicism among the people—as { 
only counter-measure they knew—the Roman f 
archy realized that they had lost their forme 
power and dominance to their Communist master 
and they were chafing at the bit. 


BREAD AND FREEDOM 


The reports from Poznan indicated that betwe 
twenty and thirty priests were among the hy 
dreds of people arrested in connection with t 
uprising. According to Communist authoriti 
these priests were guilty of complicity wil 
other “reactionary” elements in organizing f 
three-day riots, which were presumably touch 
off by the government’s decision to cut cert 
wages in the face of mounting commodity pric 
As is so often the case, the plight of the comm 
man provides an excuse for a pressure or power 
group to seek its own ends. 

In this case, the workers sought to win 
things: bread and freedom. Bread represents 
material need, on which Communism has place 
the premium of conformity and obedience. Fre 
dom represents a spiritual need, on which Cathol 
cism has placed the premium of the soul. 
former says in essence: Give us the labor of you 
hands without question and we will give jy 
bread. The latter says: Sell us your soul withe 
question and you may do as you please. 

But bread and freedom are not totally sepa 
The body and the soul have a mutual interé 
pendence. Communism destroys the soul in ¢ 
manding loyalty and comformity, and Cathe 
cism destroys the pocketbook in caring for t 
soul. The end result is the same: physical penuh 
and spiritual poverty. This is the conquest so 
equally by the Kremlin and the Vatican, so 
the few might obtain power and wealth throug 
the exploitation of the many. Where these inte 
ests clash, the common man pays with his bk 
. .. and when it is all over the uneasy stalem 
continues, and Russia sends a peace feeler to f 
Pope. 

But what of Poznan? 


TAPROOT OF TROUBLE 


Poznan is one of Poland’s oldest cities 
figures often in Polish history. It was the 
dence of its first king, Boleslaw the Brave, and 
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Sh geat of its first bishop, Jordan. Thus at the very 
| Mi utset of Polish history the Roman Church sought 
"Sicontrol, opposing the efforts of kings and princes 
wtp establish the country on a firm foundation and 
Miof the Polish Brethren to allow Protestantism a 
el free hand. This fact, well fortified by the series of 
Hi articles by Antoni Gronowicz which we are featur- 
‘fing in this and coming issues, is the taproot of the 
i trouble in Poznan. 
| While the Roman Church herself has done 
| nothing to aid the country or the people socially or 
ft eonomically in the past (Catholic countries are 
notoriously poverty-ridden), she resents any in- 
wrsions into her territory and will take any ex- 
pedient measures, from peaceful coexistence to 
4 revolution, to regain control. 
ston! Poznan was merely a skirmish. The battle has 
not yet been fought or even initiated. But it will 
cme. The Polish people share a long history of 
suffering and oppression, but the people still live 
and breathe. They may hunger for bread and free- 
weal dom, but like men everywhere they also hunger 
hun and thirst after righteousness and after the Word 
L We of God. 
1} ~The solution to Poland’s ills is not alone bread, 
Will but the Bread of Life; not alone freedom, but the 
Truth that makes men free. Not Communism, not 
ich Roman Catholicism, but the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
rtailj has the answer for this unhappy land. Protestants 
rice everywhere should pray for the day when Poland 
Amo can bathe in the marvelous light of the Gospel, 
OW which is “the power of God unto salvation to 
everyone that believeth.” (Rom. 1:16) 




































































ROME, CRADLE OF DICTATORS 


T IS PROVERBIALLY KNOWN that where the Roman 
Catholic Church is dominant, the division of 
msociety into social classes is upheld and perpetu- 
ated. Those who climb to power in such countries 
are accustomed to depend on the strength of the 
political church, which in turn supports dictators 
sand enables tyrants to remain in power. As a mat- 
jer of prudent self-interest, the church refrains 
from condemning these despots as long as they 
continue to show special favoritism to the church. 
With the blessing of the Roman Catholic hier- 
archy, many dictators have prospered politically 
sgand economically, and even today they continue 
exploiting their victims, who all too often dwell in 
mpoverty and misery. In. our own hemisphere, at 
this very time, we witness this shameful condition. 
While the great majority of the people of Colom- 
bia are striving to obtain enough food and clothes 
ia for bare subsistence, the Roman Catholic Church 
reigns in splendor and wealth, and President Gus- 
tavo Rojas Pinilla, the nation’s arch-Catholic, is 
amassing fortunes in an amazingly short time. 
Time magazine (July 16, 1956) recounts the 
following “joke” : 
“On a visit to a ranch, Colombia’s cattle-raising 
President Gustavo Rojas Pinilla enthusiastically 
admired his host’s prize bulls, offered to buy one. 
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‘Your Excellency,’ said the rancher, ‘I cannot ac- 
cept money from the President. I will give you a 
bull as a gift.’ Replied Rojas, squaring his shoul- 
ders: ‘As President, I cannot accept a gift.’ 

“Rancher: Well, then, Mr. President, I will sell 
you a bull—for one peso. 

“Rojas (handing him a bill) : Here’s five pesos. 

“Rancher: Mr. President, I have no change with 
me. 

“Rojas: That’s all right. Just give me four more 
bulls.” 


0 IT GOES, with a nation where the Roman Catho- 
lic Church has the last word. So it goes with 
the president of a country where, during the past 
eight and a half years, forty-six Protestant 
churches have been burned or dynamited, seventy- 
five Protestant believers have been murdered at 
the instigation of the established church, and 
more than two hundred schools—greatly needed 
in this land of illiteracy—have been closed by the 
government. 

So it goes with ambitious men who at heart 
might be worshiping the devil but who for the 
sake of personal aggrandizement seek the hand of 
Rome to build their castles and empires and to 
live “deliciously.” 

So it goes . . . but the moving finger of God has 
written, and no piety nor wit shall lure it back to 
cancel half a line of the terrible destruction prom- 
ised to spiritual Babylon. 

For “the kings of the earth, who have committed 
fornication and lived deliciously with her, shall 
bewail her, and lament for her, when they shall 
see the smoke of her burning, standing afar off 
for the fear of her torment, saying, Alas, alas that 
great city Babylon, that mighty city! for in one 
hour is thy judgment come. 

“And the merchants of the earth shall weep and 
mourn over her; for no man buyeth their mechan- 
dise any more: the merchandise of gold, and silver, 
and precious stones, . . . and beasts, and sheep, 
and horses, .. . and men.” (Rev. 18:9-13) 


“THE Hours | SPEND 
WITH THEE...” 


“(ATHOLIC CHAPLAIN, FATHER SCHMITT .. . 

drowned in one of the battleships sunk at 
Pearl Harbor in 1941. Eye-witnesses say he could 
have saved himself but . . . insisted other sailors 
leave before him. Trapped in one of the ship’s 
compartments . . . escape or rescue became impos- 
sible. As sailors pulled away from the sinking ship 
. .. they saw his face in a small port hole. He put 
out his arm and waved to them... in his fingers 
he held a rosary. Here is the reaction of a man 
brought face to face with an appalling death... 
escape cut off, surrounded by four walls... water 
swirling up beneath him and the ship slowly sink- 
ing. He waves his shipmates a last farewell, but 
....the object in his hands reveals his last thought. 
He keeps repeating the prayer he learned at his 
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mother’s knee . . . ‘Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our 
death.’ He fingers the rosary ... the golden chain 
of prayer binding earth to heaven.” 

This is told by the editor of Novena Notes (Oct. 
21, 1949) as his favorite rosary story. “This [is] 
an inspiring example to the dying,” he comments, 
but he patently fails to ask himself the question, 
Why did the man have to die? 

Why was it that the rosary did not save his life? 
Of what value was it in time of need? What ad- 
vantage did Father Schmitt have over the indi- 
vidual who has no rosary in his hand as he faces 
death? If it acts as a sort of amulet, as a magic 
charm against disaster, why did it fail in time of 
crisis? If the object in his hands revealed his last 
thought, where was the reward for his faith? 


"[ ESE QUESTIONS seem to have little weight with 

Roman Catholic theologians, for devotion to the 
rosary is virtually a sine qua non in the religious 
life of the Catholic. In fact, Pope Leo XIII insti- 
tuted the whole of October as the “month of the 
Holy Rosary,” dedicating it to the festivities of 
the Virgin Mary of the Rosary. 

“He gave increased honor and new impetus to 
the most popular form of non-liturgical prayer. 
He neither founded the rosary nor restored an 
obsolete way of prayer to life. The Holy Father, 
in effect, added the weight of his approbation and 
the inspiration of a new feast and a new practice 
to an old, old manner of devotion which had never 
lost its hold upon the faithful.” (Novena Notes, 
Oct. 21, 1949) 

It is a sad fact that even today, in this enlight- 
ened country of ours, stories and legends are cir- 
culated in Roman Catholic papers that instead of 
leading people to Christ, the only Hope of the 
world, distract them with false hopes. 


CHRIST ~NOT MARY 


But regardless of how many festivities are held 
in her honor, regardless of how many prayers are 
directed to her as rosary beads are fingered, Mary 
is incapable of heeding or responding to such de- 
votion. She herself was a creature and needed sal- 
vation. She recognized her own helpless state in 
common with the rest of mankind and acknowl- 
edged her unborn Son as her Saviour from sin. 
Even Christ, when He was on the cross, realized 
that she was unable to confront the hazards of life 
alone and committed her to John’s loving care. 

It was Christ, then, not Mary, who gave the in- 
vitation, ““Come unto me, all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matt. 
11:28) 

It was Christ, not Mary, who said, “I am the 
way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto 
the Father, but by Me.” (John 14:6) 

It was Christ, not Mary, who said, “I am the 
resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in Me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live.” (John 
11:25) 


It was Christ, not Mary, who said, “And wha 
soever ye shall ask in My name, that will I d 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye 
shall ask any thing in My name, I will do it? 
(John 14:13, 14) 

There is not one single Scriptural passage whi 
points to Mary as the object of our prayers or 
our mediatrix between man and God. In life 
death, Christ is the only intercessor, the o 
Mediator between God and men. (I Tim. 2: 
There is no other way. 


IN MEMORIAM 


HEN A YEAR AGO LAST CHRISTMAS Dawsog 
Trotman and other prominent leaders and the 
Editor met at the home of the late Dr. Roderick 
Morrison in Altadena, California, it was farthest 
from the thoughts of any of us that in such a short 
time Daws Trotman would no longer be with us, 
But in God’s own time his work came to an end, 
and it is a tribute to the Christian calibre of the 
man that his own life was sacrificed in order that 
another’s might be saved. 

It happened quickly, unexpectedly, on a clear 
day last June. The boat in which he and his com. 
panions were riding on Schroon Lake, New York, 
suddenly hit a wave and threw him and one of the 
girls into the water. Since the girl was unable te 
swim, he kept her above water until rescuers 
came, then slipped quietly beneath the surface, his 
duty done. Several days later his body was recoy- 
ered. Billy Graham preached his funeral sermon. 

As a personal worker Mr. Trotman had been 
greatly used by God. His Bible work and his 
invaluable help in Billy Graham’s campaigns 
brought the message of salvation to many. The 
Editor has also been most happy to cooperate with 
the activities of the Navigators, especially in re. 
lation to translating his Bible studies into Spanish 
for the benefit of the people in Latin America, and 
in response to his desire for counsel in dealing 
with Roman Catholics. 

Dawson Trotman was a shining light in this 
world, and it is safe to say that his crown of life 
is adorned with many precious stones. Our prayer 
is that the Navigators’ work, to which he dedi- 
cated his life, might continue with greater bless- 
ings than ever before and that the influence of this 
godly man may spread like the ripples that circled 
cut from his body as he laid down his life fora 
friend. 


Coming in November — 


* Roman Catholic Church: 
Foreign Power in the U. S. 

© Is Insanity More Prevalent Among 
Catholics 

¢ Triumph of Truth 
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of Reformers 


by S. Rudy Slater 


Was Christ a Protestant? Were the Apostles? 


This is a vital question which every honest 


non-Catholic must eventually face. 


“TESUS OUR LoRD, founded but 

one church, which He was 
pleased to build on Peter. There- 
fore, any church that does not 
recognize Peter as its foundation 
stone, is not the Church of 
Christ...” 

“First of all, the very name you 
bear betrays your recent birth; 
for who ever heard of a Baptist 
or an Episcopal, or any other 
Protestant church, prior to the 
Reformation?” (Cardinal Gib- 
bons, Faith of Our Fathers, pp. 
123, 69) 
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“How do Luther and Calvin, 
and Zuinglius and Knox, and Hen- 
ry VIII, compare with these gen- 
uine and saintly reformers, both 
as to their moral character and 
the fruit of their labors?” In the 
words of Cardinal Gibbons, “The 
private lives of these pseudo-re- 
formers were stained by cruelty, 
rapine, and licentiousness; and as 
a result of their propagandism, 
history records civil wars, and 
bloodshed, and bitter religious 
strife, and the dismemberment 
of Christianity into a thousand 


sects.” (Faith of Our Fathers, 
p. 49.) 

For example, consider the ca- 
reer of Joshua Salvator, reputed 
by many to be the most brilliant 
of these so-called reformers. Un- 
der the tutelage of the Church he 
might have achieved an honored 
niche among the Fathers. In- 
stead, Rome was compelled to 
condemn him for heresy in the 
prime of life. 

Though not a priest, Salvator 
was nevertheless a true son of the 
Church. A child of devout par- 
ents, with an uncle in the priest- 
hood, Salvator received the ap- 
propriate Sacraments of the 
Church from infancy. After at- 
tending parochial school he even- 
tually entered minor orders by 
becoming lector in the local par- 
ish. 

Family circumstances seemed at 
first to destine him to become a 
poor village woodworker like his 
stepfather, although early in his 
youth his obvious intellectual pre- 
cocity brought him to the atten- 
tion of several Doctors of the 
Church who, doubtless, would 
have gladly sponsored him. How- 
ever, nothing further was heard 
of him for nearly two decades. 


BOUT THAT TIME, however, the 
desert hermit, St. Giovan- 
ni, began his preaching crusade 
against the moral and political 
corruption of the age. His fiery 
denunciations soon attracted a 
large following from all classes 
of society. The matured Salvator, 
like others of his age, joined the 
popular reform movement. His 
outstanding abilities quickly 
gained for him the personal in- 
terest of St. Giovanni himself. 
Shortly after, unfortunately, 
St. Giovanni offended the king by 
publicly condemning his marriage 
consummated contrary to the laws 
of the Church. For this he was 
promptly imprisoned and later ex- 
ecuted by that infamous despot. 
But, apparently anticipating his 
fate, St. Giovanni had already 
named Salvator as his successor. 
Up to this time the reform had 
been favorably received by both 
clergy and laity with few excep- 
tions. Salvator, however, in spite 
of the considered counsel of 
friends and relatives alike, now 


7 





embarked on a course which could 
only lead to ultimate separation 
from the Church. 


“It cannot be denied that moral 
corruption prevailed in this era 
to such an extent as to call for a 
sweeping reformation, and that 
laxity of discipline invaded even 
the sanctuary. But how was this 
moral reformation to be accom- 
plished? By battling against in- 
iquity from within the Church 
with the true weapons of a genu- 
ine reformer: personal virtue, 
prayer, preaching, and the Sacra- 
ments. These may be wielded with 
far greater effectiveness from 
within the Church than from 
without.” 

St. Giovanni, in the true spirit 
of a genuine reformer, had 
preached against the secularism 
of the age with marked effect. Sal- 
vator, on the other hand, began 
maligning the Church and her 
clergy for their alleged deviations. 
Yet, by his own admission, Salva- 
tor himself had abandoned nearly 
every semblance of the monasti- 
cism to which his predecessor had 
been devoted. More disposed to 
feasting than fasting, Salvator 
might be found at the table of the 
very men he condemned, were an 
invitation forthcoming. 

Though no charge of personal 
immorality was ever proved 
against him, Salvator surrounded 
himself with petty politicians, 
rough, uncouth seamen, and even 
criminals, who were doubtless at- 
tracted as much by the free meals 
he provided as by the religious 
novelties he propounded. Little 
wonder that St. Giovanni, lan- 
guishing in a prison cell, express- 
ed grave doubts concerning his 
successor. 


OF HIS MANY spectacular exhi- 

bitions, one in particular 
bears repeating here. During a 
religious festival, Salvator found 
that several vendors of sacramen- 
tals (who even today may be 
found near the sacred shrines for 
the convenience of pilgrims) had 
invaded the sanctuary of the 
Church itself with their wares. 
Such an untoward practice, of 
course, was not to be condoned. 
Any devout member of the 
Church would certainly have 
brought it to the notice of the 
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proper Church authorities, calling 
their attention if need be to the 
Church discipline forbidding such 
liberties. 

But what does Salvator do? In- 
stead of cooperating with the law- 
ful authorities in suppressing 
such irregularities, he takes mat- 
ters in his own hands. Seizing a 
convenient weapon, he violently 
enters the church, upsets furni- 
ture, threatens the offenders with 
physical harm, and hurls their 
sacred wares into the street. 

Certainly no motive, however 
lofty, should excuse a public dis- 
turbance in the sanctuary over so 
trivial a matter. But Salvator, not 
content with the commotion which 
he had already created, followed 
with a verbal attack against the 
Church itself, calling it (among 
other things) a criminals’ den, a 
market-place, and a mausoleum. 
Such language, rather than in- 
spiring increased reverence for 
the Holy Mother Church (which a 
true reformation would accom- 
plish), only fanned the flames of 
rebellion already kindled in the 
hearts of a wayward people. 


ALVATOR’S ACTIVITIES now as- 
sumed a more sinister phase. 
He who would displace priests 
could hardly respect lesser lights. 
His inflammatory speeches had 
attracted a large following in the 
radical element of the population. 
It was reliably reported that an 
abortive attempt to make Salva- 
tor king in place of the lawful 
monarch had already occurred. 
An insurrection seemed immi- 
nent. 

The Church could no longer 
tolerate an error which threaten- 
ed to disrupt state as well as 
Church, and which might be con- 
sidered as flourishing under the 
protection of the Church. A coun- 
cil was promptly assembled by the 
Bishop. Salvator was invited to 
appear and answer concerning his 
doctrine. 

Rather than avail himself of 
this opportunity to defend his 
opinions before the Holy Synod 
itself and refute the charge of 
heresy, Salvator fled to a neigh- 
boring state. Perhaps he feared 
his truths would be less convinc- 
ing to the Fathers than to the 
children. 


Salvator might yet have ob : 


tained forgiveness from his Holy 


Mother Church (and protection 


from the king whose wrath he} 


had now incurred) had he but rej 


turned in humble penitence ay 
confessed his error. Instead 
cast reproaches upon her from 
temporary sanctuary. The Cot 
cil was left with no alternat 
but to condemn his doctrines aj 
impose ecclesiastical censures 
on all who persisted in them, — 


In retaliation Salvator now pre 
posed to establish a rival chureh 
as if to create a monster of one 
Head and two bodies. Within two 
years he ordained more than 
threescore ministers—simple rus- 
tics from farm and shop—with 
little or no training in the sacred 
calling for which a novitiate must 
spend years in preparation. Most 
of the pulpits being closed to 
them, they wandered from place 
to place, preaching in the streets 
and fields of those communities 
which favored the new heresy. 

With iconoclastic zeal, Salvator 
abolished the traditional rites, or- 
naments, and vestments of the 
Faith, stripping religious worship 
to a skeleton of its former beauty. 
Church laws on marriage and di- 


vorce were to be revised or set] 


aside, Sacramentals and the Sac- 
raments themselves were declared 
an offense to God. The priesthood 
was to be abolished. Sacred Tra- 
dition was called an invention of 
men, and the Scriptures might be 
interpreted by any unlearned 
peasant—all as if the God-ordain- 
ed system of religious worship, 
which had endured for fifteen cen- 
turies, now required reforms by 
man! 


GALVATOR, now emboldened by 
his increased popularity, re 
turned from his self-imposed ex 


ile. During the Lenten season, 
accompanied by a shouting mob, 
he re-entered the city itself. He 
immediately renewed his verbal 
attacks against Church and cle 
gy, consigning both to perdition 

Because of the temper of the 
people, it was considered inadvis 
able to proceed immediately 
against Salvator, lest a riot occul. 
He was permitted to preach ut 
hindered for several days to the 

(Continued on page 12) 
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H. P. LIDDON, D.D., LI.D. 


“Whom Say Ye 
that I Am?” 


by H. P. Liddon, D.D., LL.D. 


“When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, He asked 
_| His disciples, saying, Whom do men say that | the Son of Man am? 
And they said, Some say that Thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; 
and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He said unto them, But 
whom say ye that | am?” (Matt. 16:13-15) 


Tavs DID OUR LORD propose to 

His first followers the momen- 
tous question which for eighteen 
centuries has riveted the eye of 
thinking and adoring Christen- 
dom. The Evangelist is careful 


"| to note that the question of our 


Lord was asked in the neighbor- 
hood of Caesarea Philippi. Jesus 
Christ was standing on the geo- 
graphical frontier of Judaism and 
Heathendom. Paganism was vis- 
ibly before Him in its most typi- 
cal forms of perpetual and world- 
wide degradation, and behind and 
around our Lord was that pecu- 
liar people of whom, as concern- 
ing the flesh, He came Himself, 
and to which His first followers 
belonged. May not then Caesarea 
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Philippi have been chosen by our 
Lord as well fitted to witness that 
solemn inquiry in the full answer 
to which Jew and Gentile were 
alike to find a rich inheritance of 
light, peace, and freedom? Jesus 
“asked His disciples, saying, 
Whom do men say that I the Son 
of Man am?” 

Let us pause to mark the sig- 
nificance of the fact that our Lord 
Himself proposes this considera- 
tion to His disciples and to His 
Church. 

He drew the eyes of men to- 
wards Himself. He claimed to be 
something more than the Founder 
of a new religious spirit, or than 
the authoritative promulgator of 
a higher truth than men had yet 


known. He taught true religion 
indeed as no man had yet taught 
it, but He bent the religious spirit 
which He had summoned into life 
to do homage to Himself, as being 
its lawful and adequate object. He 
taught the highest theology, but 
He also placed Himself at the 
very centre of His doctrine, and 
He announced Himself as sharing 
the very throne of that God whom 
He so clearly unveiled. If He was 
the organ and author of a new 
and final revelation, He also 
claimed to be the very substance 
and material of His own message; 
His most startling revelation was 
Himself. 


EXAMPLE OF 
JOHN THE BAPTIST 


But let us also ask ourselves 
what would be the duty of a mere- 
ly human teacher of the highest 
moral aim entrusted with a great 
mission and lesson for the benefit 
of mankind? The example of John 
the Baptist is an answer to this 
inquiry. Such a teacher would 
represent himself as a mere 
“voice” crying aloud in the moral 
wilderness around him, and anx- 
ious, beyond aught else, to 
shroud his own insignificant per- 
son beneath the majesty of his 
message. Not to do this would be 
to proclaim his own moral degra- 
dation; it would be a public con- 
fession that he could only regard 
a great spiritual work for others 
as furnishing an opportunity for 
adding to his own social capital 
or to his official reputation. 





When then Jesus Christ so ur- 
gently draws the attention of men 
to His personal self, He places us 
in a dilemma. We must either say 
that He was unworthy of His own 
words in the Sermon on the 
Mount (Matt. 6:1-8), or we must 
confess that He has some right, 
and is under the pressure of some 
necessity, to do that which would 
be morally insupportable in a 
merely human teacher. Now if 
this right and necessity exist, it 
follows that when our Lord bids 
us to consider His personal rank 
in the hierarchy of beings, He 
challenges an answer. 

It may be urged that our Lord 
is inviting attention, not to His 
essential personality, but to His 
assumed office as the Jewish Mes- 
siah; that He is, in fact, asking 
for a confession of His Messiah- 
ship. 

Now observe the exact form of 
our Lord’s question, as given in 
Matthew’s Gospel, “Whom do men 
say that I the Son of Man am?” 
This question involves an asser- 
tion, namely, that the Speaker is 
the Son of Man. What did He 
mean by that designation? It is 
important to remember that with 
two exceptions the title is only 
applied to our Lord in the New 
Testament by His own lips. It 
was His self-chosen Name: why 
did He choose it? 


CLEAR ASSERTION 
OF MESSIAHSHIP 


First, then, it was in itself, to 
Jewish ears, a clear assertion of 
Messiahship. In the vision of 
Daniel “One like unto the Son of 
Man (Dan. 7:13) had come with 
the clouds of Heaven, . . . and 
there was given Him dominion 
and glory and a kingdom. This 
kingdom succeeded in the proph- 
et’s vision to four inhuman king- 
doms, correspondent to the four 
typical beasts ; it was the kingdom 
of a prince, human indeed, and 
yet from Heaven. In consequence 
of this prophecy the “Son of 
Man” became a popular and of- 
ficial title of the Messiah. 

Our Lord, in His prophecy over 
Jerusalem, predicted that at the 
last day “they shall see the Son 
of Man coming in the clouds with 
power and great glory.” (Matt. 
24:30) And when standing at the 
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tribunal of Caiaphas He thus ad- 
dressed His judges: “I say unto 
you, hereafter shall ye see the Son 
of Man sitting at the right hand 
of power, and coming in the 
clouds of Heaven.” (Matt. 26: 
64) In these passages there is 
absolutely no room for doubting 
either His distinct reference to 
the vision in Daniel, or the claim 
which the title Son of Man was 
intended to assert. As habitually 
used by our Lord, it was a con- 
stant setting forth of His Messi- 
anic dignity in the face of the 
people of Israel. 

Why indeed He chose this one, 
out of the many titles of Messiah, 
is a further question, a brief con- 
sideration of which lies in the 
track of the subject before us. 


THE TITLE SON OF MAN 


As it had been addressed to the 
prophet Ezekiel, the title Son of 
Man seemed to contrast the frail 
and short-lived life of men with 
the boundless strength and the 
eternal years of the Infinite God. 
And as applied to Himself by Je- 
sus, it doubtless expresses a real 
humanity, a perfect and penetrat- 
ing community of nature and feel- 
ing with the lot of human kind. 
Thus, when our Lord says that 
authority was given Him to exe- 
cute judgment because He is the 
Son of Man, it is plain that the 
point of the reason lies, not in His 
being Messiah, but in His being 
Human. He displays a genuine 
humanity which could deem noth- 
ing human strange, and could be 
touched with a feeling of the in- 
firmities of the race which He 
was to judge. 

But the title Son of Man means 
more than this in its application 
to our Lord. It does not merely 
assert His real incorporation with 
our kind; it exalts Him indefinite- 
ly above us all as the representa- 
tive, the ideal, the pattern Man. 
He is, in a special sense, the Son 
of Mankind, the genuine offspring 
of the race. His is the Human 
Life which does justice to the idea 
of humanity. All human history 
tends to Him or radiates from 
Him. He is the point in which 
humanity finds its unity. 

This sense of the title seems to 
be implied in such passages as 
that.in which He contrasts “the 


foxes which have holes, and the 


birds of the air which have 
nests,” with “the Son of Man who 
hath not where to lay His head,” 
It is not the official Messiah, ag 
such; but “the fairest among the 
children of men,” 
Prince and Leader, the very 
prime and flower of human kind, 
whose lot is thus harder than that 
of the lower creatures, and ip 
whose humiliation humanity itself 
is humbled below the level of its 
natural dignity. 


WHAT IS HE BESIDES? 


When then our Lord inquires, 
“Whom do men say that I the Son 
of Man am?” He is not merely 
asking whether men admit what 
the title Son of Man itself im. 
ports; that is to say, the truth of 
His humanity or the truth of His 
Messiahship. The point of His 
question is this: What is He be 
sides being the Son of Man? As 
the Son of Man He is Messiah: 
but what is the personality which 
sustains the Messianic office? As 
the Son of Man He is truly hu- 
man; but what is the Higher Na- 
ture with which this emphatic 
claim to humanity is in tacit but 
manifest contrast? What is He in 
the seat and root of His Being? 
Is His Manhood a robe which He 
has thrown around a higher form 
of pre-existent life, or is it His 
all? Has He been in existence 
some thirty years at most, or are 
the august proportions of His life 
only to be meted out by the days 
of eternity? “Whom do men say 
that I the Son of Man am?” 

The disciples reply that at that 
time, in the public opinion of Gal 
ilee, our Lord was, at the least, a 
preternatural personage. On this 
point there was, it would seem, a 
general consent. The cry of 4 
petty local envy which had been 
raised at Nazareth, “Is not this 
the carpenter’s Son?” did not 
fairly represent the matured or 
prevalent opinion of the people 
The people did not suppose that 
Jesus was in truth merely one of 
themselves, only endued with 
larger powers and with a finer re 
ligious instinct. They thought 
that His personality reached back 
somehow into the past of theif 
own wonderful history. They took 
Him for a saint of ancient days 
who had been reinvested with 4 
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podily form. He was the great 
expected, miracle-working Elijah, 
or He was the disappointed 
prophet who had followed His 
country to its grave at the Cap- 
tivity, or He was the recently- 
martyred preacher and ascetic 
John the Baptist, or He was, at 
any rate, one of the order which 
for four hundred years had been 
lost to Israel; He was one of the 
prophets. 


“THOU ART THE CHRIST" 


Our Lord turns from these pub- 
lic misconceptions to the judg- 
ment of that little body which was 
already the nucleus of His future 
Church: “But whom say ye that 
Iam?” Peter replies, in the name 
of the other disciples, “Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of the Living 
God.” In marked contrast to the 
popular hesitation which refused 
to recognize explicitly the justice 
of the claim so plainly put for- 
ward by the assumption of the 
title “Son of Man,” the Apostle 
confesses, “Thou art the Christ.” 
But Peter advances a step beyond 
this confession, and replies to the 
original question of our Lord, 
when he adds, “The Son of the 
Living God.” 

Leaving, however, a fuller dis- 
cussion of the interpretation of 
this particular text, let us note 
that the question raised at Cae- 
sarea Philippi is still the great 
question before the modern world. 
Whom do men say now that Jesus 
the Son of Man is? 

No serious and thoughtful man 
can treat such a subject with in- 
difference. There is that in the 
form of the Son of Man which 
prevails to command something 
more than attention, even in an 
age so conspicuous for its boister- 
ous self-assertion as our own, and 
in intellectual atmospheres as far 
as possible removed from the 
mind of His believing and adoring 
Church. Never since He ascended 
to His throne was He the object 
of a more passionate adoration 
than now; never did He encounter 
the glare of hatred more intense 
and more defiant: and between 
these, the poles of a contempla- 
tion incessantly directed upon His 
Person, there are shades and lev- 
els of thought and feeling, many 
and graduated, here detracting 
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One of the most celebrated theologians of the last century, 
Dr. H. P. Liddon was Canon and Chancellor of St. Paul’s and Pro- 
fessor at Oxford. His outstanding work, The Divinity of Our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, was a compilation of a series of eight 
lectures he preached before the University of Oxford. Few theo- 
logians have adduced such convincing evidence to prove the divinity 


of our Lord. 


At the time when Canon Liddon was preaching on this sub- 
ject, the modern heresy as to the meaning of the word “divinity” had 
not yet come to the front. Therefore, to satisfy present-day scholars, 
we should affirm that what he is dealing with is the deity of Christ. 
“In the belief of the Church Jesus stands alone among the sons of 
men as He of whom it can be said without impiety that He is not 


merely Divine, but God.” 


With this absolute as his thesis, Canon Liddon delivered a 
series of lectures that are indeed masterpieces. From them we have 


chosen a few provocative excerpts. 


from the highest expressions of 
faith, there shrinking from the 
most violent extremities of blas- 
phemy. 

Aye, though you salute your 
Saviour in Pilate’s words, “Be- 
hold the Man!” at least you can- 
not ignore Him; you cannot resist 
the moral and intellectual forces 
which converge in our day with 
an ever-increasing intensity upon 
His Sacred Person; you cannot 
turn a deaf ear to the question 
which He asks of His followers in 
each generation, and which He 
never asked more solemnly than 
now, “Whom say men that I the 
Son of Man am?” 


WHAT IS CHRIST TO MEN? 


Who was He that had thus cre- 
ated a moral force which could 
embrace centuries of a protracted 
agony, in the confidence that vic- 
tory would come at last? What 
was it in Him, so fascinating and 
sustaining to the thought of His 
followers, that for Him men and 
women of all ages and ranks in 
life gladly sacrificed all that is 
dearest to man’s heart and na- 
ture? 

Was it only His miracles? Was 
it simply His character? But to 
understand a perfect character 
you must be attracted to it, and 
have some strong sympathies 
with it. Was it His teaching? 


True, never man spake like this 
Man; but taken alone, the highest 
and holiest teaching might have 
seemed to humanity to be no more 
than “the sound of one that had a 
pleasant voice, and could play well 
upon an instrument.” 

His death? Certainly He pre- 
dicted that in dying He would 
draw all men unto Him; but who 
was He that could thus turn the 
instrument of His humiliation in- 
to the certificate of His glory? 
His resurrection? His resurrec- 
tion indeed was emphatically to 
be the reversal of a false impres- 
sion, but it was to witness to a 
truth beyond itself; our Lord had 
expressly predicted that He would 
rise from the grave, and that His 
resurrection would attest His 
claims. 

None of these things taken sep- 
arately will account for the power 
of Christ in history. In the con- 
vergence of all these; of these 
majestic miracles; of that charac- 
ter which commands at once our 
love and our reverence; of that 
teaching, so startling, so awful, 
so searching, so tender; of that 
death of agony encircled with 
such a halo of moral glory; of 
that deserted tomb and the majes- 
tic splendour of the Risen One— 
a deeper truth, underlying all, 
justifying all, explaining all is 
seen to reveal itself. 


il 









We discern, as did the first 
Christians, beneath and beyond 
all that meets the eye of sense and 
the eye of conscience, the Eter- 
nal Person of our Lord Himself. 
It is not the miracles, but the 
Worker; not the character, but its 
living Subject; not the teaching, 
but the Master; not even the 
death or the resurrection, but He 
who died and rose, upon whom 
Christian thought, Christian love, 
Christian resolution ultimately 
rest. The truth which really and 
only accounts for the establish- 
ment in this our human world of 
such a religion as Christianity, 
and of such an institution as the 
Church, is the truth that Jesus 
Christ was believed to be more 
than Man, the truth that Jesus 
Christ is what men believed Him 
to be, the truth that Jesus Christ 
is God. 


THE ONLY EXPLANATION 

Who can dream that his own 
name and history will be the 
rallying point of a world-wide in- 
terest and enthusiasm in some 
distant age? Who can suppose 
that beyond the political, the so- 
cial, the intellectual revolutions 
which lie in the future of humani- 
ty he will himself still survive in 
the memory of men, not as a trivi- 
al fact of archaeology, but as a 
moral power, as the object of a 
devoted and passionate affection? 
What man indeed that still re- 
tains, I will not say the faith of a 
Christian, but the modesty of a 
man of sense, must not feel that 
there is a literally infinite interval 
between himself and that majes- 
tic One who, in the words of Jean 
Paul Richter, “being the Holiest 
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among the mighty, and the Might- 
iest among the holy, has lifted 
with His pierced hand empires off 
their hinges, has turned the 
stream of centuries out of its 
channel, and still governs the 
ages?” 

The work of Jesus Christ is not 
merely a fact of history, it is a 
fact, blessed be God, of individual 
experience! If the world is one 
scene of His conquests, the soul 
of each true Christian is another. 
There He is hailed, He is loved, 
He is worshipped as One who pos- 
sesses a knowledge and a strength 
which human study and human 
skill fail to compass; it is felt that 
He is so manifestly the true Sav- 
iour of the soul because He is 
none other than the Being who 
made it. 


Chief of Reformers 
(Continued from page 8) 


worshipers and pilgrims who 
thronged the streets. However, 
he was closely watched, and from 
a member of his own party it was 
learned that he intended to re- 
main at a secret retreat within 
the city over the Holy Days. 

Late the following evening a 
company of the Guard was dis- 
patched to the place. They suc- 
ceeded in apprehending Salvator 
with almost no resistance. He was 
immediately taken to the Bishop’s 
quarters. 

In the morning, Salvator was 
examined before the Inquisition 
which, by the way, was in no way 
related to the unhappy state-con- 
trolled Spanish institution of the 
same name. Salvator refused to 
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recant, but obstinately reaffirmed 
his pernicious heresies. Upon his 
own confession, therefore, and the 
testimony of witnesses, the sen- 
tence of excommunication was 
pronounced without further de. 
lay. 

The Inquisition, being an eccle. 
siastical court, fulfilled its obliga- 
tions by this formal pronounce 
ment. Nevertheless, in this case 
as in many others, heresy had 
produced the natural fruit of 
treason as well. The Church 
would most certainly have been 
derelict in her duty had she failed 
to turn Salvator over to the State 
for civil trial. Who, then, can 
conscientiously say that the 
Church erred in so serious a mat- 
ter? 




















HE STATE’S TRIAL was brief but 

stormy. Whether from cow- 
ardice, or a misguided sympathy, 
the Emperor’s Deputy sought to 
transfer the case to another court. 
Failing in this, he attempted to 
ignore the recommendations of 
the ecclesiastical court in order to 
liberate the self-confessed Salva- 
tor. However, since such a course 
must inevitably impugn the Depu- 
ty’s own loyalty to the throne, 
Salvator was finally sentenced to 
the stake. 

Regrettably, this decisive act 
did not end the schism. Through 
understandable patience the 
Church had delayed too long in 
repressing the heresy. In succeed- 
ing centuries it gave a rich har- 
vest of further schism, treason, 
and bloody war as other innova- 
tors patterned their “reforms” 
after his example. 

Who was this untutored wood- 
worker’s son who dared lift his 
voice against the sacred Institu- 
tion founded by God Himself cen- 
turies before? The name of Josh- 
ua Salvator does not appear in 
today’s history books, though Sa- 
vonarola claimed to be his disci- 
ple, Luther quoted his sermons, 
and Huss followed him to the 
stake. Salvator was the founder 
of the largest Protestant denom- 
ination outside the Church today. 
His life story is known to mil- 
lions, being found in the four Gos- 
pels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John. His name? Jesus Christ, 
the Saviour! END 
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On October 11 the 
Feast of the Materni- 
ty of the Virgin Mary 
is celebrated, honoring 
Mary as the Mother 
of God. 





DOES GOD HAVE 


A MOTHER? 


by Francis J. Kieda 


“Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the 


hour of our death. Amen.” These words, taken from the second 


part of the Ave Maria, illustrate the shocking length to which 


the Roman system has gone in seeking a substitute for Christ. 


“TF ANY ONE DOES NOT PROFESS 

that Emmanuel is truly God, 
and that consequently the Holy 
Virgin is the Mother of God—in- 
asmuch as she gave birth in the 
flesh to the Word of God made 
flesh, according to what is writ- 
ten: ‘The Word was made flesh’— 
let him be anathema.” 

In these fulminating words, the 
Council of Ephesus in 431, under 
the presidency of Cyril, Patriarch 
of Alexandria, established the di- 
vine maternity of Mary and ana- 
thematized anyone who opposed 
or refused to accept the new dog- 
ma. 
The nature of Christ and the 
role of Mary as it related to His 
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birth had long been the subject of 
controversy, the opposition being 
led by Nestorius, Patriarch of 
Constantinople. 

Nestorius defined Christ as the 
man with whom God is united. 
The two natures are to be care- 
fully separated in thought, though 
they subsist in unity. What was 
born of Mary was the man; hence, 
she is the Mother of Christ. The 
phrase “Mother of God” was 
strongly opposed by Nestorius. He 
thus taught in reality that Christ 
was man and God, a twofold per- 
son, with two central points, each 
to be conceived as independent of 
the other. The union is subjective 
in us, rather than objective. 


Cyril replied to Nestorius by 
saying that he taught two Christs 
rather than one, and the contro- 
versy waxed hot. Cyril argued 
that Nestorius not only divided 
the Christ, but destroyed His re- 
demptive activity, by denying the 
participation of the deity in the 
sufferings of humanity. 

The Council of Ephesus settled 
the controversy by defining that 
Mary is truly the mother of God 
and promulgating this as a dog- 
ma, to be accepted by all the faith- 
ful without reservation. This ar- 
ticle of faith was repeated and 
confirmed by later Councils, nota- 
bly those of Chalcedon in 451 
and Constantinople in 553. 

That the settlement of the dis- 
pute had received more than pass- 
ing notice from the populace at 
large in Asia Minor is suggested 
by this description from the pen 
of a Catholic writer: 

“The day on which the Council 
was to decide on the divine mater- 
nity of Mary, the people, anxious 
and disturbed, blocked up the 
streets and crowded around the 
magnificent temple which the pi- 
ety of the inhabitants built under 
the invocation of the Virgin. 
There it was that two hundred 
bishops were examining the prop- 
ositions of Nestorius, who dared 
come to defend them, so little con- 
fidence had he in the justice of his 
cause or the soundness of his ar- 
guments. 

“Profound silence reigned 
amongst the vast multitude who 
thronged the vicinity of the basil- 
ica, and anxiety was painted on 
every countenance; the fine ex- 
pressive features of the Greeks 
manifesting, as in a glass, every 
inward emotion of the soul. A 
bishop at length appears; he an- 
nounces to the mute and attentive 
crowd that the anathema of the 
Council is launched against the 
innovator, and that the Most Holy 
Virgin is gloriously maintained 
in her august prerogative. 

“Thereupon, the most deafen- 
ing shouts of joy burst forth on 
every side. The Ephesians and 
the strangers gathered together 
from all the cities of Asia, sur- 
rounding the Fathers of the Coun- 
cil, kissed their hands and their 
garments, and burned odoriferous 
perfumes in the streets through 
which they were to pass. The city 
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was spontaneously and suddenly 
illuminated, and never was joy 
more universal. It is thought to 
have been in this Council of Ephe- 
sus that St. Cyril of Alexandria, 
in concert with the holy assembly 
over which he presided, composed 
that beautiful and touching pray- 
er to the Mother of God, which 
has been adopted by the Church: 
‘Holy Mary, Mother of God...’ ”” 


THE TIDE OF MARIOLATRY 


Devotion to Mary as the mother 
of God received a strong impetus 
in the fifth century because of the 
new dogma. From the fifth cen- 
tury on, Mary is found repre- 
sented on coins, medals, and in 
pictures. In the reign of the Greek 
emperor Anastasius (fifth cen- 
tury), imperial coins bore the 
monogram of Mary surrounded 
by stars. This mark of respect 
was continued by a great number 
of his successors; among others, 
the empress Theophania had the 
figure of Mary stamped on her 
money, her head encircled with 
the nimbus, with the inscription: 
THEOTOKOS (in Greek letters), 
Mother of God. 

Although the Nestorian contro- 
versy revolved chiefly around the 
nature and divinity of Christ, 
about which different views had 
been propounded, the introduction 
of Mary into the picture was cir- 
cumstantial, if not almost inciden- 
tal. It is highly unlikely that the 
theologians of the fifth century 
had any dreams of considering 
Mary as Co-Mediatrix or Co-Re- 
demptrix with Christ. But by vir- 
tue of her elevation to the position 
of mother of God, a door was 
opened for a flood of devotion 
such as the world had never seen. 

For centuries there were no 
further dogmatic definitions, but 
the tide of mariolatry swept 
everything in its path. Poets such 
as the lyrical St. Bernard of Clair- 
vaux hymned the virtues of the 
Virgin, musicians like the Minne- 
singers of Germany sublimated 
their love sentiments into her 
worship, painters filled their can- 
vases with the Madonna and 
Child, raconteurs told tales of 
mysticism and romance about the 
maid of Nazareth, and legends 
and traditions sprang up as “dis- 
coveries” were made of relics re- 
lating to Mary. 
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In spite of the impact of the 
Reformation, Marian devotion 
continued, reaching a climax in 
alleged visions and apparitions 
and revelations, culminating, in 
the year 1854, in the definition of 
the dogma of the Immaculate 
Conception. 


FEAST OF THE MATERNITY 


Meanwhile, a feast celebrating 
the Maternity of Mary had been 
originated. On the petition of 
King Joseph Manuel, in the dio- 
cese of Portugal, Brazil and AIl- 
geria, the feast was allowed on 
January 22, 1751. In the next 
year it was introduced into the 
province of Venice, Italy, then in 
the Kingdom of Naples in 1778, 
and in Tuscany in 1807. In the 
year 1931, Pope Pius XI extended 
the celebration of the festival to 
the universal Church of Rome. 

In a hymn chanted in various 
churches of Rome, Mary is exalt- 
ed very highly. The following 
phrases are indicative of the 
lengths to which the Roman 
Church has gone in promoting 
mariolatry : 

“We praise thee, O Mother of 
God: we acknowledge thee, Virgin 
Mary.” 

“All the earth doth worship 
thee: the Spouse of the Everlast- 
ing Father.” 

“Holy, holy, holy, Mary, Moth- 
er of God; Mother and Virgin. 
The Church throughout all the 
world joins in calling upon thee.” 

“The Mother of a Divine Maj- 
esty.” 

In the Litany in honor of Mary, 
she is invoked as “Mother of 
Christ, Mother of Divine Grace, 
. .. Mother of Our Creator”! Is 
there not a contradiction between 
the two terms Mother and Crea- 
tor? Can the stream produce its 
source? the work its author? 
Whoever saw or heard the like? 

And yet the literature and the- 
ology of the Roman Catholic 
Church are full of superlatives in 
praise of Mary. Consider the 
words of the Roman Catholic di- 
vine, James Cardinal Gibbons: 


“When we call the Blessed Vir- 
gin the Mother of God, we assert 
our belief in two things: First— 
That her Son, Jesus Christ, is 
true man, else she were not a 
mother. Second—That He is true 
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God, else she were not the mother ## 
of God. In other words, we affirm 
that the Second Person of the 
Blessed Trinity, the Word of God, 
who in His divine nature is from 
all eternity begotten of the Fa. 
ther, consubstantial with Him, 
was in the fulness of time again 
begotten, by being born of the 
Virgin, thus taking to Himself, 
from her maternal womb, a hu 
man nature of the same substance 
as hers.””? 














SUBSTITUTE FOR CHRIST 


The following afford a brief 
sampling of the countless other 
extravagant praises of Mary. In 
the Sacramentary attributed to 
Pope Gelasius I (492-496) ap. 
pears this prayer in the Vespers 
for the feast of the Annunciation; 
“We beseech Thee, O Almighty 
God, that the glorious intercession 
of the Blessed and Ever Glorious 
Virgin Mary, Mother of God, may 
protect us and bring us to eternal 
life.” 

In the Mass the following pray- 
er has been used for a long time: 






































for Man...” Further on he de 
clares that “all the gifts, graces, 
and virtues of the Holy Spirit are 
administered by the hands of Her- 
self, to whom she will, how she 
will, and in what quantity she 
will.’’® 

Pope Pius XII, the reigning 
pontiff, extols Mary’s virtues toa 
superlative degree in a prayer he 
formulated for the Marian Year 
(1954), from which we quote one 
paragraph: “Bend tenderly over 






“O mother of pity and mercy, | ™ 
most blessed Virgin Mary, I, a] ™ 
miserable and unworthy sinner, | hi 
flee to thee with my whole heart | m 
and affection, and I pray thy | fa 
sweet pity, that as thou didst | ™ 
stand by thy sweetest Son upon | 
the cross, so thou wouldst vouch- | hé 
safe of thy clemency to stand | % 
by me, a miserable priest, and | ¥ 
by all priests who here and in| t 
all the holy churches offer Him } F 
this day, that, aided by that grace, 
we may be enabled to offer a 
worthy and acceptable Host [from 
the Latin hostia, meaning victim] t 
in the sight of the Most High and h 
undivided Trinity.” t 
But nothing surpasses the out- ; 
rageous statement made by St 
Bernardine of Siena: “‘Mary has 
done more for God than God has 
















wr aching wounds. Convert the 
icked, dry the tears of the af- 
ficted and oppressed, comfort the 
por and the humble, quench ha- 
treds, sweeten harshness, safe- 


youth, protect the Holy Church, 
make all men feel the attraction 
@ Christian goodness . . . may 
they recognize that they are 
brothers and that nations are one 
family on which may shine forth 
the sun of universal and sincere 


peace.” 


HAT ROOM is there for Christ 

if Mary is to be the con- 
verter of souls, the protectress of 
the Church, the healer and com- 
forter? The Pope’s prayer trans- 
fers faith from Christ to Mary. 
The Holy Spirit is completely sub- 
ordinated. It is evident that in the 
Roman system, Mary supersedes 
the Holy Spirit as well as our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

As one Protestant editor ob- 
served, the “extravagant devotion 
tothe Virgin Mary at the expense 
even of the Holy Trinity is what 
might be expected of a Church 
under the domination of a celibate 
hierarchy. The normal develop- 
ment of their personality through 
family life forbidden them, they 
must perforce find a substitute to 
oecupy the place a wife should 
have in their imagination, and so, 
over the centuries, they have de- 
vised this exaggerated worship of 
the Virgin Mary.” (Protestant, 
February, 1954) 


MYSTERY OF GODLINESS 


Relative to the divine materni- 
ty itself, Evangelical Christians 
believe that Mary could not have 
been the generatrix of the Word 
of God, for the divine generation 
is eternal; her motherhood is tem- 
poral, finite. The infinite cannot 
be produced by any finite being. 
Mary is the mother of Jesus as 
man, of His human nature, of the 
_ being, not the invisible 


In Jesus dwelled the Godhead, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
“For in Him dwelleth all the ful- 
ness of the Godhead bodily,” says 
Paul. (Col. 2:9) And Christ Him- 
self said, “Believe Me that I am 
in the Father, and the Father in 
Me.” (John 14:11) Each divine 
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Person does not lead a life apart. 
There is but one pure Spirit— 
God. 

Roman Catholics say that Mary 
is the Mother of the Son of God, 
or God Himself. This must neces- 
sarily mean that she is also the 
Mother of God the Father and 
God the Holy Spirit. This is the 
only logical conclusion from the 
doctrine of the Divine Maternity, 
which Protestants must necessar- 
ily reject. 

The incarnation of Christ, the 
method by which the Holy Ghost 
came upon Mary, the miracle of 
the virgin birth—all are myster- 
ies that will never be fully com- 
prehended by human minds this 
side of the Judgment. In his letter 
to Timothy, Paul affirms this fact 
very explicitly when he says, 
“And without controversy great 
is the mystery of godliness: God 
was manifest in the flesh [and] 
justified in the Spirit...” (1 
Tim. 3:16) 

The mystery of godliness, the 
infinite love of Divinity which 
stooped to redeem lost humanity, 
the matchless, conquering love of 
the Son of Man for His brothers 
in the flesh, the unfathomable 
depths of suffering through which 
the Triune Deity passed at Cal- 
vary, the agony, the separation, 
all because of sin—this will be a 
subject for. study and meditation 
throughout the endless ages of 
eternity. This, the greatest mani- 
festation of love the world has 
ever seen—and not the Divine 
Maternity of Mary, Mother of 
God—will inspire the song of the 
redeemed as they chant those 
glorious words, “Blessing, and 
honor, and glory, and power, be 
unto Him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb for 
ever and ever.” (Rev. 5:13) 

“Thou art worthy, O Lord, to 
receive glory and honor and pow- 
er: for Thou hast created all 
things, and for Thy pleasure they 
are and were created.” (Rev. 
4:11) 


*Abbe Orsini, Life of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, Mother of God, and His- 
tory of the Devotion to Her, translated 
by Mrs. J. Sadlier (New York, 1866), 
pp. 55, 56. 

* James Cardinal Gibbons, The Faith 
of Our Fathers, 88rd edition (New 
York, 1917), p. 187. 

*H. W. Dearden, Modern Romanism 
Examined (London, 1899), p. 226. 


A TUBERCULAR 
FATHER WRITES 


“I am an unfortunate father of four 
children and I am writing to you from 
the Sanitarium here in Athens, Greece. 
I have been suffering from tubercu- 
losis since 1947, When I first became 
ill I was a good family man and never 
imagined that this illness could plunge 
me into such a plight. I have spent 
everything I had. Unfortunately, how- 
ever, not only have I not become well, 
but do not even have the money to 
mail a letter to my children. Many a 
time have I asked death to visit me, 
because I have felt that only through 
death I would find rest. For three and 
a half years now I have been in this 
sanitarium and since the day I left 
home I have not seen my wife and 
children. I have forgotten what it 
means to show fatherly love and what 
it is to have a family. Now being 
totally forsaken I am in the grip of 
despair. So please help me to experi- 
ence a little joy. I do not know how 
much longer I shall live. Because I 
know that you people who will read 
this letter have a feeling for human 
suffering and pain, I am writing this 
letter to you to ask you to help me in 
any way you can. 


Anthony Vlaseros.” 


NOTE: How would you feel if you 
were this tubercular father, comfort- 
less, forgotten, with death hovering 
over you and not having enough 
money to even write to your family? 
What would Christ have done had He 
received this letter? Just do what He 
would have done in His Name. Besides 
the material and financial assistance 
that should be sent to this dear man 
and his family, we should provide a 
Greek Bible for him and one for his 
family. Both of these would cost $3.00. 


“To him that knoweth to do good, 
and doeth it not, to him it is sin” 
(James 4:17). Here is your oppor- 
tunity to do good and experience the 
blessing of God. If you wish to help 
this tubercular father and many others 
like him, send your contribution to the 
American Mission to Greeks, Inc., 
Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, General Secre- 
tary, Dept. C, P.O. Box 423, New 
York 36, N. Y. (If you live in Cana- 
da, please write to 90 Duplex Ave., 
Toronto 7, Ont.) If you wish to see 
the wonderful work done by this Mis- 
sion, you may write for a booking of 
the 30-minute, 16 mm., color-sound 
film, “Man of Macedonia.” 





EYES OF THE WORLD 


Spanish Protestants Dubbed 
Second-Class Citizens 


Bishop Zaccaria de Vizcarra of 
Madrid, writing in Ecclesia, the 
leading organ of Catholic Action 
in Spain, charged that the “Prot- 
estant danger” in his country is 
greater than ever. He claimed 
that there are 477 Protestant 
preachers in Spain today, where- 
as in 1929 there were only 43. 

A Lutheran pastor, attending a 
conference in Semmering, Aus- 
tria, also voiced his apprehension 
when he said that persecution of 
Protestants in Spain is ever on 
the increase. He declared that 
“Protestants are second-class citi- 
zens in Spain,” and added, “We 
are not allowed to worship openly. 
Our churches are forbidden to 
look like churches . . . Our chil- 
dren are disliked.” 


Victory of Church of Christ in Italy 


The Constitutional Court of 
Italy has ruled in favor of the 
Evangelical Christian Church of 
Christ in a three-year suit over 
the denomination’s desire to post 
signs outside its places of wor- 
ship. 

Article 113 of the Italian Con- 
stitution, which required police 
permission for the posting of 
signs in public places, was de- 
clared unconstitutional. The court 
held that the power given by the 
article could mean in practice the 
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prevention of freedom of expres- 
sion guaranteed in Article 21. It 
recommended that other articles 
more in accord with Article 21 be 
provided. 

Upon receipt of a cablegram 
from his Italian attorney, Cline 
R. Paden, minister of Brownfield, 
Texas, who was convicted under 
the law and forced to leave Italy, 
returned to the country. 


A Question of Allegiance 


Judge A. Dirkzwager of Rotter- 
dam, Holland, has demanded that 
voting rights be denied newly ap- 
pointed Bishop Martinius A. Jan- 
sen because he failed to secure 
permission from Queen Juliana 
before taking office. According to 
the Dutch Nationality Act of 
1892, citizens are deprived of 
their nationality and civil rights 
when they enter the services of 
another state without the permis- 
sion of the Dutch Crown. 

Acting as a private citizen, the 
judge maintains that the Bishop 
was appointed by Pope Pius XII, 
who is the head of a sovereign 
Vatican City. Any orders that re- 
quire one to swear allegiance to 
the Pope, ruler of an independent 
state, should deprive one of his 
citizenship. 

According to Dutch law, then, 
one cannot be loyal to the Vatican 
and be loyal to another country 
at the same time. 


Focus on Russia 


In Rome, Italy, seventy nung 
who are readying themselves to 
proselytize Russia are taking 
courses in the Russian language, 
The school attended by the nuns 
is directed by the Movement for 
a Better World. 


Religious Revolution 


According to a secret dispateh 
in the New York Times, a “war 
college” in which a general staff 
will be conditioned to lead an ar. 
my of new Catholics to a “con. 
quest of the world for Jesus” is 
in the process of organization by 
the Church of Rome in Caste 
Gandolfo, Italy. The Times fur. 
ther reveals that these so-called 
“new” Catholics will be apostles, 
preachers and “practical men” 
whose prime work will be to put 
the teachings into effect. The or- 
ganization will be named “Pius 
XII Center for a Better World’ 
in honor of the present pontiff. 


The Rev. Riccardo Lombardi, 
S. J., is to head the new Vatican 
power-house. Jesuit Lombardi 
considers himself “a revolution. 
ary, training other revolutionar. 
ies to revolutionize the world,” ae- 
cording to the Times. 

Headquarters are being planned 
in every country. Spain and West 
Germany already have buildings, 
and Rev. Lombardi hopes that the 
United States will be next. He 
says that it is his “dearest hope 
that America will one day become 
the voice of the new movement.” 


The scope of the movement was 
summarized by Lombardi as fol- 
lows: “We announce the social 
coming of Christ. We cry to so 
ciety ‘repent for Jesus is at hand’ 
In the modern world there are 
two systems. One starts from the 
individual and is based on the 
most scrupulous respect for his 
rights. It is called liberalism. The 
other is based on the concept of 
the nation. The placing of the 
entire emphasis on the individual 
has disintegrated society because 
what it really means is everyone 
is against everyone else. It has 
led to socialism as a reaction 
Both these systems are in a blind 
alley . . . What is wanted is 4 
middle way—a new way that is 
not a compromise, but consistent 
with a third concept of man.” 
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Pope Embarrassed by 
Dope Ring Disclosures 

The filing of narcotic charges 
against twenty-two aristocrats, 
including four titled men promi- 
nent in Italian society, has deeply 
upset Pope Pius XII, who is con- 
sidering excommunication. 

A diary seized from one of the 
nobles gave conclusive evidence of 
the illegal use of drugs in “Black 
Mass” celebrations by a high 
priestess, who was honoring the 
devil. During this drug-spiked 
religious ceremony a girl was sup- 
posedly initiated into a superior 
“ecstatic world.” 

Those charged were: Prince 
Giuseppe (Pepito) Pignatelli, de- 
scendant of the family of Pope 
Innocent XII of the seventeenth 
century, and a recently canonized 
Jesuit of the same name, Rev. 
Giuseppe Pignatelli; Duke Ludo- 
vico Lante Della Rovere (whose 
mother, Duchess Nelly, is private 
secretary to Clare Boothe Luce), 
of the same ancestral family as 
two Renaissance popes, Sixtus IV 
and Julius II; Marquis Emanuele 
de Seta, former war hero and 
Sicilian aristocrat; Duke Augusto 
Torlonia, scion of one of Italy’s 
wealthiest families; Carlo Croc- 
colo, one of Italy’s best known 
stage and screen comics; four doc- 
tors; ten additional men, and 
three women. 


Rome's Quadrennial Hope 


An editorial in the St. Louis 
Register (June 1) featured this 
title: “Choose the man for his 
record, not his religion.” This 
may be well stated, but the climax- 
ing statement does not coincide 
with American democratic prin- 
ciples. It reads: 

“We will be most happy when 
the day will come when it will not 
be considered news that a Catho- 
lic might have a chance at becom- 
ing a chief executive in the de- 
mocracy of the United States.” 

The Catholic hierarchy “will be 
most happy” indeed, not only to 
have their own chief executive 
but to have their own men in Con- 
gress to make the laws. In this 
way they hope to gain control of 
the three branches of government 
and restrict the United States to 
the same form of bondage that 
exists in Spain today. 
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Avarice Goes on Strike 


Protesting against a new law 
that allegedly gives insufficient 
government funds to free private 
elementary schools, the Roman 
Catholic bishops of Lebanon have 
closed the country’s five hundred 
Catholic schools, with an enroll- 
ment of some 83,000. 

Nearly all of the Lebanese free 
schools are privately controlled. 
However, the protest of the Cath- 
olic school officials centers around 
the fact that the new subsidy is 
not enough to cover the deficit 
caused by the new taxes. The 
bishops charge that the new law 
is “a serious attack on the rights 
of private schools.” 


Roman Catholic Leakage 


In a single parish in Maumee, 
Ohio, the Roman Church has lost 
500 members as a result of mixed 
marriages, according to Monsig- 
nor A. J. Gallagher, pastor of St. 
Joseph’s Church, The pastor, cit- 
ing parish records based on house- 
to-house visitations made by nuns 
trained in census work, warned 
his people about the danger to 
their children who keep company 
with non-Catholics. 

There are in the parish 149 
mixed marriages in which the 
Catholic party practices his or her 
religion. However, in 194 other 
mixed marriages the religious du- 
ties have not been fulfilled. Of 
these, 161 are invalid marriages 
according to canon law. In the 
thirty-three other cases, all valid, 
the Catholic person has _ back- 
slidden. 


Catholic Criticism of Public Schools 


At the eighth annual Catholic 
Teachers Institute, Archbishop 
John F. O’Hara of Philadelphia 
informed the teachers that they 
were performing a better task 
educationally than what he criti- 
cized as “this washed out educa- 
tion” in public schools. “I hope 
the day will soon come,” he said, 
“when Catholics will recognize 
the fact that in their own tradi- 
tions they have not only the phil- 
osophy, but the methods and the 
record of achievement that make 
them independent of the empirical 
systems of education that are fall- 
ing apart all over the United 
States.” 


From these marriages have 
come 120 children of grade school 
age who are not receiving a Cath- 
olic education. According to the 
Monsignor, most of them have not 
been baptized. If older children 
are added to these, the parish loss 
is 500 souls, says the prelate. 


Nominations for the Red Hat 


Pope Pius XII is planning to 
convene a Consistory in Novem- 
ber or December for the purpose 
of filling the eight vacancies in 
the Sacred College of Cardinals, 
which constitutes the Papal Sen- 
ate. e 

There is a rumor afloat that 
two archbishops of the United 
States will be made cardinals, one 
of whom will be from St. Louis. 
It is also bruited about that the 
Far East will be better repre- 
sented in the cardinalate: an 
archbishop of Japan and from the 
Philippines may obtain the red 
hat. 


Propping Up a Sick Man 


Apparently realizing an acute 
need for a religious awakening 
among indifferent Catholics in 
South America, the Latin Ameri- 
can hierarchy is planning to have 
its counterpart of the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference of 
the United States. 

A Bishops’ Council has been ap- 
pointed which is meeting this fall 
to draw up a constitution for the 
new organization. Five sub-sec- 
retaries are projected: preserva- 
tion and propagation of the faith; 
clergy and religious institutes and 
vocations; education and youth; 
apostolate of the laity; and social 
action. 


Eisenhower Appoints Jesuit 
to Committee 


President Eisenhower has ap- 
pointed the Rev. Paul C. Reinert, 
Jesuit president of St. Louis Uni- 
versity, as one of the educators 
to serve on his Committee on Edu- 
cation Beyond the High School. 

In his message to Congress on 
education, Eisenhower outlined 
the plans for the committee. The 
main scope is to spearhead an 
“active and systematic attack” on 
the problems raised by higher ed- 
ucation relative to increased en- 
rollments and shortages of funds. 
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Valley of the Vaudois 


by Eva Bestley 


In every age there have been witnesses for God. Though 
many have been branded as heretics and their characters ma- 
ligned, yet they have stood firm and from age to age have main- 


tained their faith as a sacred heritage for the generations to 
come. Such were the Waldenses, to whom we pay tribute in this 
month of October honoring the Reformation. 





N LANDS beyond the jurisdiction 

of Rome there existed for many 
centuries bodies of Christians who 
remained almost wholly free from 
the papal power influence. Among 
those who resisted the encroach- 
ments of the Papacy, the Wal- 
denses living in the Italian valleys 
stood foremost. It is not the scen- 
ery of the province that consti- 
tutes the chief interest for the 
traveler through these Dauphine 
valleys, but rather the human en- 
durance, suffering, and faithful- 
ness of the people who lived in 
them in former years. 

For it was there that for near- 
ly seven hundred years the Wal- 
denses bore the heavy hand of 
papal persecution. Their history 
is among the most heroic in the 
annals of the world. Men came 
from pruning their vines or tend- 
ing their flocks to do feats of 
arms which Greece never equaled. 


18 


If they triumphed, they had no 
admiring crowds to welcome them 
with shouts and to crown them 
with laurel wreaths. They looked 
to a greater Judge for their re- 
ward. 

This ancient church, even in 
the blackest of the Dark Ages, 
was not deformed by error. Its 
origin in the valleys is unknown. 
The home of the Waldenses was 
on the frontier between Italy and 
France, in the valleys of the Cot- 
tian Alps, thirty miles distant 
from Turin. Here from time im- 
memorial an evangelical commun- 
ity had its dwelling, and from this 
spot they were never finally dis- 
lodged, despite thirty-six separate 
wars waged by their persecutors 
for their extinction. The history 
of this Church is written in blood 
and tears, but though encircled by 
Roman Catholic nations it was 
never completely overwhelmed. 


barity, its members never yielded. 

The tradition which exists 
among the present-day Waldenses 
is that the early Christian mis- 
sionaries, when traveling from 
Italy into Gaul by the Roman 
road, taught the Gospel in its 
primitive form to the people of 
the adjoining districts. It is even 
surmised that St. Paul himself 
journeyed from Rome into Spain 
by that route and might have im- 
parted to the people of the valleys 
their first Christian instruction. 
The Italian and Gallic provinces 
in that area were certainly Chris- 
tianized in the second century. It 
is reasonable to suppose that the 
people of the valleys would re- 
ceive occasional visits from the 
wayfaring teachers who traveled 
by the mountain passes in the im- 
mediate neighborhood of their 
dwellings. 

Years rolled on, and the Church 
of Rome became rich, allying it- 
self with secular powers. But the 
Waldenses were determined to 
maintain their allegiance to God 
and to preserve the purity and 
simplicity of their faith. Their re- 
ligious belief was firmly founded 
upon the written Word of God. 
And, shut up in their almost in- 
accessible valleys, they continued 
to adhere to their original, primi- 
tive form of worship. 


They never recognized the para- 
mount authority of the Pope. 
They never worshiped images, nor 
observed Mass. And when, in 
course of time, these corruptions 
became known to them, they open- 
ly separated from the Church, as 
being no longer in conformity 
with the principles of the Gospel. 
The Waldenses were the first of 
all the peoples of Europe to obtain 
a translation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. Hundreds of years before 
the Reformation they possessed 
the Bible in manuseript in their 
native tongue, which fact ren- 
dered them the special object of 
hatred and persecution. They are, 
therefore, justified in their claim 
to be considered one of the oldest 
Churches in Europe. 


Behind the lofty bulwarks of 
the mountains, in all ages the 
refuge of the persecuted and op- 
pressed, the Waldenses found a 
hiding place. Their remoteness 
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Subjected to every kind of bar. 
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for a long time protected them 
from interference, and for centur- 
jes they remained unnoticed by 
Rome. Here the light of truth was 
kept burning amid the darkness 
of the Middle Ages. From earliest 
childhood the youth were instruct- 
ed in the Scriptures, and its pre- 
cious words were committed to 
memory. From many a lofty cliff 
they chanted the praises of God. 
They were trained to endure 
hardness, to submit to control, 
and to understand the wisdom of 
silence. One indiscreet word let 
fall in the hearing of their ene- 
mies might imperil the lives of 
hundreds of believers. 

The Waldenses had sacrificed 
their worldly prosperity for the 
truth’s sake, and with persevering 
patience they toiled for their 
bread. The valleys and the hill- 
sides were made to yield their in- 
crease. They met for worship, 
not in magnificent churches, but 
beneath the shadow of the moun- 
tains, or, in time of danger, in 
some rocky stronghold, to listen 
to the words of truth. The pas- 
tors were sustained by the free- 
will offerings of the people. Some- 
times in the deep, dark caverns of 
the earth, by the light of torches, 
the sacred Scriptures would be 
written out verse by verse by the 
people. 


PORTENT OF DANGER 


From their schools in the moun- 
tains some of their young men 
would be sent to institutions of 
learning in the cities of France 
or Italy, where there was a more 
extended field for study than in 
their native Alps. Their garments 
were so prepared as to conceal 
their greatest treasure, the pre- 
cious manuscripts of the Scrip- 
tures, which they carried about 
with them. Every minister pos- 
sessed a knowledge of some trade 
or profession, so that, while en- 
gaged in secular work, whenever 
an opportunity was presented 
they could call the attention of 
their customers to these precious 
manuscripts. 

One of the great leaders of the 
Waldensian Church was Peter 
Waldo, a prosperous merchant of 
Lyons, who, when about thirty 
years of age, began to think about 
spiritual things and was eventual- 
ly converted through the reading 
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Women in distinctive Waldensian dress 


of the Scriptures. He sold all that 
he had; and, barefooted and 
dressed in coarse clothes, he went 
about preaching. Very soon oth- 
ers joined him. His preaching, 
however, soon brought him into 
collision with the priests, and he 
and his followers were condemned 
by the Council of Verona. The 
papal leaders saw a portent of 
danger to their cause from the 
labors of these humble itinerant 
preachers. 


Now began the most terrible 


crusades against God’s people in 
their mountain homes. Every ef- 
fort to advance the truth was 
watched. Again and again their 
fertile lands were laid waste and 
their homes and churches swept 
away, so that where once there 
were flourishing fields, there re- 
mained only a desert. Many of 
the believers were pursued across 
the mountains and hunted down 
in the valleys where they were 
hidden. 


No charge could be brought 


Wa 
Avenge, O Lord, Thy slaughtered saints, whose bones 
Lie scattered on the Alpine mountains cold; 
Ev'n them who kept Thy truth so pure of old, 
W hen all our fathers worshipped stocks and stones, 
Forget not. In Thy book record their groans 
Who were Thy sheep, and in their ancient fold 
Slain by the bloody Piedmontese, that rolled 
Mother with infant down the rocks. Their moans 
The vales redoubled to the hills, and they 
To heaven. Their martyred blood and ashes sow 
O’er all the Italian fields, where still doth sway 
The triple tyrant; that from these may grow 
A hundredfold, who having learned Thy way 
Early may fly the Babylonian woe. 


—John Milton 








Sibaud Monument 


against their moral characters; 
even their enemies declared them 
to be a peaceable, quiet, pious 
people. Their offence was that 
they would not worship God ac- 
cording to the will of the Pope. 
For this crime every humiliation, 
insult, and torture that could be 
invented was heaped upon them. 
One of their first martyrs, Peter 
Waldo himself, was executed for 
heresy in 1180. 


CRUSADE OF 
EXTERMINATION 


In 1486 the Pope issued a bull 
of extermination against these 
poor people, summoning all true 
Catholics to the holy crusade, 
promising free pardon to all man- 
ner of criminals who should take 
part in it. The consequence was 
the assemblage of an immense 
horde of brigands, who were let 
loose on the valleys of Dauphine 
and Piedmont, which they rav- 
aged and pillaged in company 
with many thousands of ‘regular 
troops. These brave people, hunt- 
ed like animals, had no alterna- 
tive but to climb up the moun- 
tains into the least accessible 
places or hide themselves away in 
dens and caverns with their fami- 
lies until their enemies had de- 
parted. But they were often 
tracked to their hiding-places by 
their persecutors, and killed. 

The Dukes of Savoy pursued a 
uniform course of treachery and 
cruelty toward these people. As 
devoted servants of the Pope, 
they concurred with him in 1655 
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Waldensian Church in Torre-Pellice 


in the establishment of a branch 
of the society De Propaganda 
Fide at Turin, for the avowed 
purpose of extirpating the her- 
etics. On Palm Sunday the So- 
ciety commenced active proceed- 
ings. The army of Savoy advanced 
suddenly upon La Tour and was 
turned loose upon the people. A 
general massacre began and con- 
tinued for more than a week. In 
many a hamlet not a cottage was 
left standing. Thus was Easter 
celebrated! 

The news of this dreadful deed 
rang throughout Europe and ex- 
cited a general feeling of horror, 
especially in England. Cromwell 
was deeply moved and sent letters 
to the principal European powers, 
calling upon them to join him in 
putting a stop to these barbarities 
committed upon an unoffending 
people. He did more: he sent the 
exiles monetary support and ap- 
pointed a day of humiliation. It 
was this terrible outrage which 
stirred Milton to write his famous 
sonnet: 

“Avenge, O Lord, Thy slaugh- 

tered saints, whose bones 

Lie scattered on the Alpine 

mountains cold.” 


CIVIL EMANCIPATION 


It was not until 1848 that there 
came some recognition of their 
right to live. By an edict of the 
Duke of Savoy the Waldenses 
were given the freedom to enjoy 
“all the civil and political rights 
accorded to other subjects, to at- 
tend the schools, and to take aca- 
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demic degrees.” Even then their 
right to worship and to teach wag 
but slowly and grudgingly recog- 
nized. 

One of the names that stands 
out in the history of the Walden. 
sian Church is that of Henri Ar- 
naud, who, in the face of tremen- 
dous odds, fought a noble fight to 
win back again for his people 
their homes and their beloved val- 
leys. There is a statue to his mem- 
ory in the town of Torre-Pellice, 
thirty-four miles southwest of 
Turin. And there and in the sur- 
rounding valleys Waldensian 
churches are to be found. True to 
the Vaudois motto, they are, in- 
deed, lights shining in the dark- 
ness. 

In 1848 when they obtained 
their civil emancipation, they be- 
gan to build churches and mission 
stations in all parts of Italy. 
Churches were built in Rome, 
Florence, Milan, and Turin. They 
have their own hospitals, schools, 
and orphanages, also a theological 
college in Rome. In Sicily a very 
successful work is being carried 
on 
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On the 200th anniversary of the 
Glorious Return a simple monu- 
ment was raised at Sibaud to the 
memory of those whose courage 
regained the valleys, who swore 
to honor the Bible as the Word of 
God, and to transmit it to their 
children. The Waldensian Church 
can, indeed, claim to be the 
world’s oldest Evangelical 
Church. END 
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“Dead” Catholics 


Buffalo, N. Y.—About 95 per 
cent of the South American popu- 
lation has been baptized, but it is 
a “dead Catholic area,” a Carmel- 
ite priest told the ninth national 
conference of the Third Order 
Secular of Our Lady of Mt. Car- 
mel here. 

The Very Rev. Raphael P. Kief- 
fer, O. Carm., of Chicago said 
that the people in South America 
believe in God and have built 
beautiful churches to show their 
belief, but not many attend Mass 
and very few ever receive the 
sacraments. 


The Register, April 29, 1956 


Portugal 
“Spiritually Dead” 


Lisbon — His Eminence Cardi- 
nal Goncalves Cerejeira, Patriarch 
of Lisbon, told a meeting of five 
hundred catechists that they 
should ask themselves if Portugal 
is really a Catholic nation. 

He said the Baptismal statistics 
may indicate that Portugal is 
Catholic, “but there are many 
children who do not know Our 
Lord.” He added that in the 
streets, on the beaches and in the 
places of amusement “one gets the 
impression that the majority of 
people are spiritually dead.” 


North Carolina Catholic, June 8, 1956 


Fear of Catholic 
Thought Control 


. . . The Catholic liberal has a 
vital role to play in the develop- 
ment of Catholic thought and the 
expansion of Catholic influence in 
the United States. Ours is un- 
deniably an open society, and in 
such a society, a liberal can work 
most effectively at the task of in- 
carnating Catholicism in the 
American scene. Because of his 
readiness to accept truth where 
he may find it, the Catholic liberal 
and the truth he possesses will in 
turn be more readily accepted. 
Insisting as he does on the rights 
and the dignity of the individual, 
he will be able to reach individu- 
als who are blocked off from the 
Church by a false but very real 
fear of authoritarianism and 
thought control. 


William J. Sullivan, S. J. 
The Catholic World, June, 1956 
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Twentieth Century Scandal 


Detroit—Msgr. John Tracy El- 
lis said here this week that where- 
as the “scandal of the nineteenth 
century (in Europe) was,” ac- 
cording to the late Pope Pius XI, 
“the ‘Church’s loss of the working 
classes,’ there is very real danger 
that the scandal of the Church in 
the twentieth century in America 
may be the loss of the intellectual 
classes and loss of prestige in in- 
tellectual circles.” Monsignor El- 
lis is professor of church history 
at Catholic University of America 
and author of last year’s widely- 
discussed article in Thought on 
“American Catholics and Intellec- 
tual Life.” 


The Catholic Messenger, June 7, 1956 


Off the Record 


As private storekeeper to the 
nation’s police [George F. Cake] 
carries what is probably the most 
complete stock of law-enforce- 
ment equipment in the country. 
His shelves are literally crammed 
with handcuffs, blackjacks, tear- 
gas shells, leg irons, and at least 
300 other crime-fighting items... 

Most of the customers. . . have 
the familiar look of the law. A 
typical day sees private detectives 
and county sheriffs rubbing el- 
bows with FBI agents and patrol- 
men. 

An average of sixty letters ar- 
rives a day ... The firm’s eleven 
employees are usually blasé over 
most off-line requests, but they 
registered collective surprise one 
day when an order came in from 
a nearby convent. Cake filled it, 
and he and his staff have been 
puzzled ever since. They can’t 
quite figure what the Sisters in- 
tend to do with a pair of hand- 
cuffs. 


Coronet, May, 1954 


Church Greedy 
for State Funds 

Nantes, France (RNS)—Cath- 
olic parents and educators voted 
at a meeting here to launch a na- 
tional protest against the exclu- 
sion of Catholic high schools from 
the list of educational establish- 
ments which holders of govern- 
ment scholarships may attend. 

The list, prepared by the Min- 
istry of Education, did not con- 
tain the name of a single Catholic 
high school in any part of West- 
ern France, a stronghold of Cath- 
olic education. This area includes 
the departments of the Loire In- 
ferieure, Maine et Loire, Ile et 
Vilaine, and the Morbihan. 

Attending the meeting here 
were representatives of thirteen 
local branches of the Church 
School Pupils’ Parents Associa- 
tion, and members of organiza- 
tions interested in church school 
education. 

They appealed to municipal 
councils and departmental educa- 
tional authorities to compensate 
church school scholars for the 
government’s “discrimination” 
against them by increasing the 
number of local and departmental 
scholarships. 

The delegates also protested 
against the “systematic exclusion” 
of the Church School Pupils’ Par- 
ents Association from govern- 
ment-sponsored discussions on 
educational reform. The associa- 
tion represents 800,000 families 
throughout the country. 


The Tablet, July 7, 1956 











Vatican Politics 


in Poland 


by Antoni Gronowicz 


The recent abortive attempt 

on the part of the Poles in Poznan to overthrow their 
Communist masters has had its antecedent—many times repeated— 
in Polish history, when century after century 

the country sought to rid itself 

of Rome's dominating influence and control. 

Now from the pen 

of a renowned Polish novelist, poet, and biographer 
comes an illuminating historical sketch of the country 

that leaves no doubt as to the perennial aims 

of the Roman Catholic hierarchy in this unhappy land. 
Antoni Gronowicz, 

who has written such books as Paderewski and Chopin, 
The Piasts of Poland and Gallant General, 

evidences a profound grasp both of 

Poland's struggle for self-expression and of Rome's avarice 
in the accompanying political essay, 

which is the first of several installments. 


OMAN, Bavarian and German occupied the land bordered by a 

chronicles of the eighth and _ sea, probably the Baltic on the 
ninth centuries speak of rich north, a river, probably the Oder 
Slavic tribes inhabiting the enor- on the west, and mountains, prob- 
mous expanse of land east of the ably the Carpathian on the south. 
Oder River. The most outstand- The Polanie seemed to have no 
ing of these clans, the Polanie, fixed borderline on the east. But 
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the chronicles say that their ea 
ern neighbors were a strong Slay. 
ic clan called Russ with whomj A 
they lived in peace. The main o¢fthe 
cupation of both these Slavie 
groups was agriculture, their re 
ligious beliefs were similar, and 
they spoke the same tongue. 


Some of the early tales of thege 
pagan Polanie, ancestors of te 
day’s Poles, tell of their struggle 
with their immediate westerm 
neighbors and with the politics of 
the Holy Father of the Catholie 
Church. One of these legends, 
given in history as truth, is about 
Wanda, the beautiful daughter of 
Prince Krak, the founder of Kra. 
kow, capital of Polanie. After the 
death of her father, unmarried 
Wanda ruled. the country. The 
Pope determined to find her a 
proper husband. He chose a good 
Roman Catholic, German Prince 
Rytygier. On the advice of the 
Holy Father, the prince called to. 
gether his armed knights to 
march on Krakow, to marry the 
pagan Wanda‘by force. Then, la- 
ter on, he would christen her and 
her whole country in the Roman 
Catholic faith. 


As soon as word of this reached 
the young Princess, she sent a 
message to Rytygier to warn him 
that if he dared cross the border 
into her land, he would face a hos- 
tile army. Wanda prayed continu- 
ally to her god Swiatowid to pro- 
tect her from this forced mar- 
riage and to save her country 
from German invasion. If Swia- 
towid answered her prayers, she 
was prepared to drown herself in 
the Vistula River as a sacrifice to 
her god. 


When the Pope promised Ryty- 
gier that he would rule the con- 
quered land while Rome would 
only look after the Polanie people 
spiritually, the prince gathered 
his knights together and crossed 
the border. 


A bloody and relentless battle 
followed, the German army was 
defeated, and Rytygier, in de 
spair, committed suicide on the 
battlefield. Princess Wanda kept 
her promise to her pagan god and 
threw herself in the Vistula. Only 
the Pope remained to continue his 
schemes to conquer the people of 
Poland and convert them to Ca- 
tholicism. 
































































i¢f}made concrete plans for the new 
country. After her christening, 
Poland was to be the central base 
for the Roman Catholic crusade 
against the eastern Slavs, Mon- 
gols, Turks, and anyone else who 
was under the influence of Byzan- 
tum. Powerful German mar- 
graves, like Wichman and Gero, 
inflamed by the Roman faith and 
spurred on by the Pope, tried 
with fire and sword to force the 
inhabitants of western Poland to 
accept Catholicism, determined to 
pring their iron rule over the 
whole country and unite it with 
the Holy Roman Empire of the 
German nation. They followed the 
example of Otto the Great who 
subjugated the French, Danes, 
Burgundians and Bohemians in 
this way. Behind Wichman and 
Gero’s army came numerous Pap- 
al agents, dressed as Benedictines, 
Cistercians, Eremites, and Ger- 
man monks, who swarmed over 
the burned and devastated Polish 
land to teach those pagan Poles 
who had not been murdered a 
“new way of life.” 

Sometime earlier, two brothers, 
Cyril and Metode, from Byzanti- 
um, had converted many Poles to 
Christianity. Specially instructed 
monks from the Monte Casino 
monastery pursued these Polish 
Christians relentlessly, because 
these two Slavic apostles taught 
that religious services should be 
given in the Polish language and 
not in the traditional Latin, and 
that it was not necessary to ido- 
lize the Pope. It was this teaching 
which paved the way for found- 
ing an independent national 
church which would work to up- 
lift the people’s morals. 


Meanwhile the ruler of Poland, 
much praised by Widukind in his 
chronicles of 963, was the brave 
and just Prince Mieszko I, who 
had his own plan for coping with 
the difficult situation of putting 
an end to the continuous invasion 
of his country by his Christian 
neighbors from the west. Because 
these invasions took place under 
the pretext of converting the pa- 
gans to Christianity, Prince Mies- 
zko decided to accept Christianity 
officially. But he would not ac- 
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cept it from the strong German 
rulers who, he knew, would only 
bring political turmoil to his 
country, but from Bohemia. 

In 965 Mieszko married the 
Czech princess Dabravka. Two 
years later (967) the whole Po- 
lish people accepted Christianity 
together with their Prince—with 
the exception, naturally, of those 
thousands who in the years 960- 
965 had become the followers of 
the brothers Cyril and Metode 
and were already Christians. 
However, this clever move on the 
part of Prince Mieszko did not 
long circumvent the German and 
Roman schemes to acquire the 
rich land of Poland. The Ger- 
manic-Papal Drang nach Osten 
was just beginning. 

The Roman sphere of influence 
in Poland received a setback when 
the. leading Papal agent, Adal- 
bert Slavnik, a German-educated 
Czech, was found murdered. 
Years later Rome made him a 
saint under his Polish pseudonym, 
Wojciech, and he became the pat- 
ron of Poland. 


N THE YEAR 1000 Rome was able 

to negotiate successfully with 
the first king mentioned in Polish 
history, Boleslaw Chrobry (The 
Brave). He promised to convert 
or exterminate all those opposed 
to the policies of the Pope. He 
permitted the clergy to be reor- 
ganized and the first archbishop- 
ric in Poland to be founded at 
Gniezno. From this time on the 
deciding voice in Poland belonged 
to the envoys of Rome. 

For this the Pope promised 
Boleslaw the Polish crown and 
support in his struggle to unite 
all the Slavs under his rule. And 
what was even more important, 
the Pope was to see to it that the 
very Catholic Germans stopped 
invading Poland and ruining her 
land. Politician that he was, 
Boleslaw Chrobry made close con- 
tact with the west by marrying 
his sister to the King of Denmark. 
Her son became Canute of Eng- 
land. In the meantime, Boleslaw’s 
aunt had become Queen Gejza of 
Hungary. Poland became a mighty 
European power, not only geo- 
graphically but politically and 
militarily as well. 

But after the death of Otto III, 


the Emperor of Germany, who 
had always abided by the word 
of the Pope, another wind began 
to blow in Germany and the Ger- 
mans again began to attack the 
Poles. The struggle continued for 
many years and ended in Budzis- 
zyn in 1018, with Poland giving 
up her influences in Bohemia to 
her western neighbor. When 
Boleslaw Chrobry died in 1025, 
the problem of safeguarding the 
western borders of Poland was 
still unsolved. 


During the time of the third 
crusade in Magdeburg, in 1147, 
the German margraves Albrecht 
and Conrad, with the blessing of 
the archbishop of Magdeburg, and 
the papal nuncio gathered togeth- 
er over sixty thousand soldiers 
and prepared to invade Poland. 
A second army of forty thousand 
soldiers under the leadership of 
the Saxon prince Henry the Lion 
and the Hamburg archbishop 
Adalbert made preparations in 
Lunenburg. Pope Eugene III 
wrote a letter to Albrecht on 
April 14, 1147, inspiring and 
praising the two armies. 


The plan was to conquer the 
northwestern Slavic tribes and 
next the central part of Poland. 
The country was ruled at this 
time by many princes who were 
trying to break away from Ro- 
man influences and prevent the 
incorporation of Poland with Ger- 
many. Of course, the German 
margraves planned eventually to 
conquer all of Poland and put the 
country under the absolute con- 
trol of the Papacy. The Moravian 
bishops were to assist the German 
princes in this accomplishment. 


Polish prince Mieszko III, sud- 
denly attacking the Germans be- 
fore they had an opportunity to 
reinforce their lines, upset these 
plans and forced the German 
princes to make peace. Rome tried 
to bolster her waning influence by 
attempting to mend the differen- 
ces while she waited for another 
occasion to conquer the Polish na- 
tionalist princes and force them 
to complete submission. She 
fought continually to rid the coun- 
try of all influences of the broth- 
ers Cyril and Metode, whose spirit 
lived in a strong anti-papal move- 
ment led by the so-called Polish 
Brothers who believed that reli- 


23 





gion should ennoble man, and who 
might be called twelfth century 
prototypes of later western Euro- 
pean Masons. 


TROJAN HORSES 


Besides supporting the German 
attacks on Poland, Rome strove 
to gain power by nominating Ger- 
man and Italian bishops for Po- 
land. The Polish kings, knowing 
full well these foreign bishops 
were Trojan horses for their 
country tried to get rid of them 
or restrain their propaganda. 
This was why Boleslaw II Smialy 
(The Bold, 1058-1079) prohibited 
giving benefices to clergy of non- 
Polish origin. The same king 
killed bishop Stanislaw Szczepan- 
owski with his own sword because 
he conspired to organize active 
opposition against the king’s poli- 
cies. One hundred seventy-five 
years later this same bishop was 
pronounced a saint by Rome. 

Pope Paschalis II complained 
in a letter to archbishop Marcin 
of Gniezno that the Polish kings 
continually transferred the for- 
eign bishops from place to place. 
King Boleslaw Kedzierzawy (The 
Curly) went so far as to nomi- 
nate Lupus, one of his most trust- 
ed and faithful men, to head one 
of the richest and most beautiful 
dioceses in the country. And when 
Pope Boniface IX sent the Italian 
bishop Manfeali to Poland, he was 
not allowed to stay for any length 
of time. But in spite of all these 
precautions, Roman influence 
could not be ignored, for even 
though the progressive elements 
in Poland revolted, it was, in es- 
sence, only a passive revolt. Mean- 
while the papal agents worked so 
diligently that their power even 
reached the throne. 

Wladyslaw Laskonogi (Long- 
shanks) determined to get rid of 
all foreign church dignitaries and 
to encourage religious reforms 
that would bring complete free- 
dom for the Polish Brothers and 
other similar groups. But his ef- 
forts failed. He was excommuni- 
cated by Rome for many reasons. 
One, specified in documents, was 
his opposition to establishing In- 
quisitional courts. Finally in 1206 
he had to give up the throne. 

In 1280, King Leszek Czarny 
(The Black) was excommunicated 
by the Roman Catholic Church 
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for imprisoning a Krakow bish- 
op, Pawel Przemankowski, be- 
cause he not only conspired with 
the Christian Germans, but also 
encouraged the invasion of Po- 
land by the Tartars, who prom- 
ised him the crown for his assist- 
ance. 

At this time the rulers of the 
land were strong and powerful 
princes who would not for any 
price have agreed to a central 
power for the good of the country. 
Urged by their advisers in monk’s 
robes, they often sought help from 
their treacherous neighbors so 
they would not lose their absolute 
power. The Roman Catholic 
Church benefited by all this, play- 
ing one prince against another, 
and all against a central govern- 
ment, and strengthening Roman 
influences in the politically disor- 
ganized country. When one. of 
these princes, Wladyslaw Lokie- 
tek (The Dwarf), determined to 
unite the country into a strong 
state, he aroused the ire not only 
of the princes but also of the 
whole Roman Catholic hierarchy. 

Prince Lokietek was accused of 
anti-German and anti-Roman pol- 
itics. The spiritual leader of the 
opposition was Muskata, bishop 
of Krakow, then the capital. Mus- 
kata was aided by the influential 
burgomaster, Albert of Krakow, 
who was of German descent. Al- 
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bert organized armed resistance 
against the “pagan” Wladyslaw 
Lokietek. A bloody war followed, 
and the future king, after many 
victorious battles, rode success. 










































Teutonic Knights who, under the 
pretext of converting the Pomer- 
anian Slavs to the Roman Catho- 
lic religion, were moving even 
closer to the central part of Po- 
land. 

These armed knights of Ger- 
man descent, educated by Rome, 
were one more whip in the hands 
of the Pope against the Slavs and 
Lithuanians. Despite special pa- 
pal envoys who tried to prevent 
him from fighting, King Lokietek 
decided to wage war. The united 
Polish and Lithuanian forces and 
the well-armed, well-trained Teu- 
tonic Knights met in the village 
of Plowce in the year 1331. The 
Teutonic Knights were defeated 
and did not regain their power 
for many years. 

Rome, alarmed by the growing 
strength of King Wladyslaw Lo- 
kietek, quickly forgave him for his 
fight against the “holy knights” 
and urged him to religious war 
against the pagan princes of Rus- 
sia. But two years after his battle 
at Plowce, King Lokietek died, 
leaving his throne to his son Kazi- 





fully into Krakow. Bishop Mus. i 
kata was removed from his posi- } P°! 
tion and the burgomaster Albert } 2 ! 
was sentenced to death. o 
co 
FTER SEVEN HOSTILE YEARs | &% 
.~ Lokietek sent an envoy to the In 
Pope in 1319 with the ultimatum | 2° 
that if the Pope would not bless the 
and crown him king, he would thi 
completely sever relations with | 2” 
Rome and the Roman Catholic Ne 
Church. Knowing all too well the | /4 
character of the prince and fear- | * 
ful of the expanding influences of th 
the Polish Brothers who had | ™ 
helped Wladyslaw Lokietek in his | ™ 
victory, the Pope agreed to the “ 
terms and in that same year Lo- | ®! 
kietek was crowned king of Po- fi 
land. t 
By marrying his daughter Elz- | * 
bieta to Charles Robert the king f 
of Hungary, and his son Kazi- h 
mierz to the daughter of Gedy- | ® 
min, the founder of the state of t 
Lithuania, the Polish king politi- | ‘ 
cally united three countries into 
one. This unity had one immedi- } ‘ 
ate practical aim—to fight the 
' 

























































































































mierz III, known in national his- 





law tory as “The Great.” 
ved, THE KING 
any EXCOMMUNICATED 






ess. 
[us.| Kazimierz III not only united 
osi. | Poland but insured her peace for 





a long time against the attacks of 
her neighbors. He rebuilt the 
country economically and institut- 
ed one law for the entire nation. 
In his relationship toward the 
Jews, who escaped to Poland at 
the time of their persecution by 
the Spanish, French, Germans, 
and those that came from the 











e Near East, King Kazimierz was 
the | just and tolerant. He denounced 
a resolution declared in 1267 at 





the council of bishops in Wroclaw 
which prohibited Jews from tak- 








a ing any part in public affairs, 
he condemned them to ghettos, and 
‘b- allowed their properties to be con- 
0. fiscated for any small offense done 





to the Christians. Besides this, 
any Jew leaving the ghetto was 
forced to wear a yellow patch on 
his back. In 1334 King Kazimierz 
abolished this bill of the Roman 
bishops, many of whom spoke 
very little Polish, and in the year 
1357 introduced the Privilegia Ju- 
deorum statute. These were the 
most liberal laws for Jews in the 
whole of Europe at that time, 
putting them on an equal basis 
with all other townsmen and mak- 
ing them worthy citizens. 

Since Kazimierz had his own 
enormous private income and did 
not need to rely upon the financial 
assistance of the nobles, he dared 
to curtail their privileges and sub- 
jugate them to the interest of the 
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state. This of course did not 
please the noblemen. Under the 
leadership of the Poznan voivode 
Macko Borkowicz, they began to 
revolt. The king ordered the lead- 
ers captured, and together with 
Borkowicz, they were sentenced 
to starve to death in prison. Kazi- 
mierz did not succeed in allevi- 
ating the burdens of the peasants, 
but on his own estates he gave 
them more freedom, higher wages 
and better living conditions. 

He showed great sympathy and 
friendliness toward the Polish 
Brothers, true followers of Christ 
and propagators of the idea that 
the church should serve the people 
and not the opposite, thus defend- 
ing them from the Roman Catho- 
lic hierarchy. In 1349 he severely 
punished some members of the 
Franciscan order who excavated 
the body of Brother Piotr Pisano, 
crushed his bones and burned his 
body on a stake. 

Naturally, these internal liberal 
policies of the king did not please 
the Roman Catholic Church, and 
on the request of Rome the Kra- 
kow bishop Bodzanta excommuni- 
cated the king from the church. 
Kazimierz remained calm, even 
though in those times such a de- 
cree was of serious importance. 
He held the priest Baryczka who 
brought him news of his excom- 
munication, and his servant cap- 
tured bishop Bodzanta, whom he 
threw into the Vistula River, 
along with his messenger priest. 

If the king’s attitude seemed 
cruel and hard toward the mag- 
nates and bishops in Poland prop- 
er, it was just the opposite in the 






occupied territory of Red Russia. 
Here he permitted the magnates a 
free hand to rule as they liked in 
the two western provinces, Wolyn 
and Podole. All the king demand- 
ed was that the territory take on 
a Polish character as soon as pos- 
sible. 


R™: fighting continually with 

Kazimierz about benefices and 
bishoprics in the central part of 
Poland, took advantage of her 
complete freedom in these two 
provinces. Thousands of Domini- 
can and Franciscan monks poured 
into Wolyn and Podole to convert 
the believers in the Eastern 
church to the faith of Roman Ca- 
tholicism. They founded half a 
dozen bishoprics headed by the 
archbishop in the town of Halicz. 
The bishops confiscated churches 
and properties of other faiths and 
condemned their leaders to death. 
The agreement between Rome 
and Krakow was simple: the pa- 
pal agents were permitted to do 
what they pleased with the es- 
tates as long as the people were 
Polanized in the shortest period 
of time. So it was not strange 
that in all western Europe the 
papal propagandists called King 
Kazimierz “Great,” Honest,” 
“Saint.” The dreams of the Ro- 
man leaders were being fulfilled— 
Catholicism was being spread 
many miles further east. 

After the extinction of the Pi- 
ast dynasty in 1386, the Polish 
throne was taken over by Wlady- 
slaw Jagiello, a Lithuanian prince, 
who thus united two neighboring 
countries, Poland and Lithuania, 
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“7, Would you favor the sending of an ambassa- 
dor to the Vatican? 

“8. Are you bound by any promise made to you 
by the Roman Catholic hierarchy, or have you 
made any commitments to them that in any way 
might be detrimental to the American way of life? 

“9. Do you intend to uphold the policy of grant- 
ing Protestant missionaries freedom to go to any 
part of the world to preach the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ? 

“10. Do you solemnly promise to the public that 
you will maintain the principle and tradition of 
American government ‘of the people, by the people, 
and for the people’?” 
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and began a new dynasty of Po- 
lish kings called Jagiello. To re- 
pay the Polish Brothers who had 
aided him in taking possession of 
the Krakow throne, Jagiello and 
his Polish wife Jadwiga built a 
number of churches and institu- 
tions for the education of youth 
in the spirit of Protestantism and 
for instruction in the Polish lan- 
guage rather than the traditional 
Latin. 

In 1390 Queen Jadwiga found- 
ed a special department at the 
university of Prague for Lithu- 
anian students where they could 
be taught ideas of Cyril and Me- 
tode, so that later when they re- 
turned to their own country they 
could organize the Lithuanian 
Brothers. 


PAPAL ‘‘PERVERSITY” 


At the suggestion of the Polish 
Brothers, the first royal couple of 
the new dynasty endeavored to 
include the country of Bohemia, 
where there was an old and 
strong Protestant movement from 
Poland and Lithuania. But the 
Pope commanded the powerful 
Polish bishop Olesnicki to oppose 
this plan by threatening to make 
all the Polish clergy revolt. 

Wladyslaw Jagiello had the 
support of many noble country- 
men, followers of the Polish 
Brothers, in this matter of unit- 
ing these three friendly countries. 
Many well-known families stood 
firmly behind the king. 

Jan Ostrorog, Poznan voivode 
and one of the greatest writer- 
reformists of that time, wrote 
about Roman clerical matters in 
his memorandum to Sejm (Par- 
liament) : 


“Esteemed gentlemen who di- 
rect the affairs of the royal re- 
public, how limited you are in 
your thinking to allow the Italian 
Popes and German bishops to 
lead you by the nose in your own 
country, while the real teachers” 
(he was thinking of the Polish 
Brothers) “of Poland are ignored 
and persecuted.” 

Here are some excerpts by Os- 
trorog that appeared in other pa- 
pers in 1459: 


E CAN RECOMMEND Poland 
to the Pope as a Catholic 
country, but it is not fit to prom- 
ise him absolute obedience; the 
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Polish king should not recognize 
anyone as superior to himself ex- 
cept God.” 

“It is not worthy for the Polish 
king to write to the Pope with hu- 
mility and servility, because the 
king is not the servant of the 
Pope.” 

“The Pope always seizes the 
wealth left by the bishops after 
their death. It would be more 
proper to use the wealth for the 
benefit of the country.” 

“It is a pity that Italian per- 
versity reduces the Polish king- 
dom to poverty by various meth- 
ods of extortion. Rome yearly ex- 
tracts large sums of money under 
the pretext of giving people reli- 
gious faith, but actually keeps the 
people in superstition.” 

“The bishops never receive 
nomination without paying a few 
thousand ducats to the Roman 
priest.” 

“Are not those bulls deceitful 
which are known as Indulgences 
and are thrown at us in spite of 
the will of the kings and senates? 
The Pope collects wealth, assur- 
ing forgiveness, but God has said 
through the lips of his prophet: 
‘My son, give me your heart, and 
not money.’ The Pope pretends 
that he uses this money for build- 
ing churches, but in all truth he 
uses it to enrich his relatives, not 
to mention something worse.” 
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“Our country has the greatest 
simony and the largest collectia 
of impostors after Rome. 

















als, extreme unction, atonement, 
christenings, weddings, and for 
everything which should be freely 
distributed by the church. The 
bishoprics were erected and fur 
nished only for the purpose of 
obeying the orders of Rome. At 
first the tithe was paid by the 
wealthy and not by the poor; now 
it is just the opposite. Does this 
conform with the principles of the 
Holy Bible: ‘I ask for compassion, 
and not money’ ?” 


















THE *““BLACK DEATH” 


IN POLAND 


The groups of influential Prot- 
estants who tried to unite Poland 
with Bohemia and Lithuania for 
a common defense against Ger- 
many never succeeded, because 
Rome was afraid of the growth of 
Protestantism and did everything 
possible to disrupt this unity. 

The principles of the Polish 
Protestants of that day, expressed 
in the saying “to live honestly 
and give the people what they de- 
serve,” were dangerous to the 
Pope. He despised the Polish, 
Czech and Lithuanian Brothers, 
and mainly for this reason he 
supported the Crusaders who 
were defeated at Grunwald in 
1410. But these crusading monks, 
with the help of influential Rome 
and the German rulers, regained 
their strength after their defeat 
and continually menaced the in- 
dependence of Poland and Lithu- 
ania. 

In 1416 King Wladyslaw Jagi- 
ello brought Hieronymus, a fam- 
ous follower of the teachings of 
Hus and Wycliffe, from Prague 
and placed him at the head of the 
Krakow University. Hieronymus 
was a good organizer and an able 
man, and he drew many of the 
king’s entourage and noblemen to 
the support of the Protestants. 
Even the bishop of Poznan, An- 
drzej Lubomirski, began to de- 
fend the Polish Protestants pub- 
licly. Even though there was only 
a small per cent of Protestants, 
their influence was large because 
of their goodness and piety and 
their efforts to help build the 
country. But when at the Council 
















































test of Constance in 1414 Bishop Lu- 
“tion pomirski praised Hussitism before 
The} the leading Roman Catholic dig- 
UTE} nitaries, he was expelled by the 
1ent | Pope from his duties. 


fe Fearful of the power of Rome 
and anxious to secure the throne 
for his son, Wladyslaw Jagiello 
little by little began to move away 
from the Polish Brothers. At the 
suggestion of bishops Olesnicki 
and Trabka, he issued the so- 
called Wielun Edict in 1424, abol- 
ishing for the Protestant teachers 
the privileges that the Roman 
clergy enjoyed. 















FTER THE CAPTURE of Constan- 

tinople by the Turks in 1453, 
the Protestant movement began 
slowly to disappear in the Slavic 
countries. Rome, slyly benefiting 
from the persecution of the Chris- 
tians by the Turks, promised to 
shield the Slavic Brothers on Ital- 
ian soil. Many of them accepted 
the invitation of the Pope and 
were immediately shut away in 
monasteries upon their arrival in 
Rome. 
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When Wladyslaw Jagiello’s son, 
Kazimierz IV, ascended the throne 
of Poland he had to promise Rome 
that he would exterminate all free 
thinkers and obey the papal 
nuncio. 

An era of persecution began for 
all followers of other faiths, 
among whom was a great percen- 
tage of Jews. In such cities as 
Krakow, Warsaw, Lublin, and 
Poznan, a forceful conversion of 
Jews and Protestants to the Ro- 
man faith took place. Those who 
stubbornly refused to be convert- 
ed were burned at the stake by 
the Roman monks and priests. 
One of the outstanding leaders in 
the fight against the non-Catholic 
faiths was Kapistran. The papal 
nuncio Fregen led the battle in 
the years 1463-64. The country 
was ruled by the so-called “black 
death” (an expression used by the 
fourteenth century Polish histori- 
an Dlugosz) instead of by law. 

One of the boldest of the Ro- 
man clergy, Andrzej Galka, a 
writer and patriot, wrote the fol- 
lowing: “The priests appointed by 
Rome are doing the work of the 
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devil in our country.” 

In spite of the promise of obedi- 
ence given by King Kazimierz IV 
at the beginning of his reign, Po- 
land was not saved from the 
Pope’s excommunication in the 
year 1475. This time it fell not 
only on the king, but on the whole 
Polish nation. 

Poland pursued a policy of 
strong opposition to the Teutonic 
Knights, who had severed this 
Slavic country’s access to the Bal- 
tic sea. Rome considered these 
armed German monks to be the 
guardians of Christianity in the 
eastern and southern regions of 
the Baltic and wanted Poland to 
help them in this holy work. But 
King Kazimierz IV and his ad- 
visers were of the opinion that 
the Teutonic Knights should stop 
plundering and burning Poland 
and should remove themselves to 
Germany. From verbal argu- 
ments, they moved to actual war- 
fare: Poland, in spite of the 
Pope’s excommunication, was vic- 
torious and gained the port of 
Gdansk and wide access to the 
sea. (To be continued) 
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El] Monje Que Resucits, by B. 
H. Pearson (1946; 158 pp., $.50) 


El] Monje Que Resucit6, by Wal- 
ter M. Montafio (1947; 46 pp., 
$.25) 


Derecho de Saber y Libertad de 
Creer, by Walter M. Montajio 
(1947; 96 pp., $.35) 


Como Hallar la Felicidad, by 
Walter M. Montafio (1946; 96 pp., 
$.35) 


(Published by Ambassadors of 
Good Will. Distributed by Christ’s 
Mission.) 


The Spanish triptych by Dr. 
Walter M. Montajfio is again made 
available to our Spanish-speaking 
people as well as to those who are 
concerned with missionary work 
in Central and South America, 
where the very name of the au- 
thor is a symbol of the evangelical 
rebirth of the Continent. In addi- 
tion, the collateral biography of 
Dr. Montafio, written by B. H. 
Pearson, may also be obtained in 
Spanish. 

The combination of biography 
and autobiography (El Monje que 
Resucité, by W. M. Montajio and 
by B. H. Pearson) is, in a way, a 
stereoscopic projection of a life 
and a personality. In the case of 
Dr. Montafio’s life-history, the 
“stereoscopic view” helps correct 
blurrings that are _ inevitable 
when places and situations are 
considered from only one point of 
view. In this respect, the two 
books integrate each other, en- 
abling the reader who has not 
personally met the Executive Di- 
rector of Christ’s Mission to have 
an idea of the multiform and dy- 
namic personality of the former 
Dominican monk. 

Because of the author’s renown, 
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nothing need be said by way of 
introduction to the biography. On 
this occasion, however, we would 
like to add a personal note of ac- 
knowledgment for the testimenial 
value-of a life that has given cour- 
age and impetus to so many who 
have come the long way to Christ. 
It is often repeated that no “great 
man” is great to those who live 
close to him. Dr. Montajio is an 
exception to this dictum, because 
we who have had the privilege of 
sharing with him the humble and 
the momentous instants of his life 
can testify aloud to a vibrant per- 
sonality and a consecrated life. 


OMPLETE SEPARATION of church 

and state is the thesis of Der- 
echo de Saber y Libertad de Creer 
(Right to Know and Liberty to 
Believe). The author takes his 
cue from a fitting thought of Mi- 
guel de Unamuno. This brilliant 
Spanish philosopher states that 
the ancient pagan religions were 
religions of state and as such 
were political in their make-up. 
Christianity, on the contrary, was 
in essence nonpolitical. Only when 
it turned into Catholicism did it 
became paganized and political, 
converting itself into a religion of 
states (the Pontifical State being 
one of them). 

From this starting point, Dr. 
Montafio proceeds to a brilliant 
and thoroughly documented study 
that is intended to be an initiation 
to the American ideal of freedom 
under God. The author describes 
the three alternatives possible in 
this field, namely, the a-religious, 
the religious and the irreligious 
state. Each alternative is exem- 
plified in a concrete paradigm 
(United States, Peru, Mexico) 
showing the comparative advan- 
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tages and shortcomings of each, 
However, the author, not satisfied 
with a mere historical analysis, 
also analyzes critically the politi. 
cal philosophies enacted and their 
bearing upon the fundamental 
liberties of man. 


Although addressed to the pub. 
lic at large, this essay on church. 
state relationships is primarily 





























































































































1 
meant for the reader who is e 
proudly imbued with the tradition | wo 
of hispanidad. This feature makes }| tic 
the book invaluable in overcoming } to 
the instinctive and somewhat al-] qu 
lergic resistance of the Latin] yy 
American to whatever bears the | jn 
trade-mark of his Big Cousin to] fg 
the North. It is the very fact that ag 
Dr. Montafio is deeply aware of | oa 
the definite set of customs and] jr 
ways of thinking of South Amer- pu 
icans that gives this essay its per- | g- 
suasive and attractive power for | at 
those reared in an atmosphere of }|  f, 
hispanidad. Eminent statesmen of 
Peru have acknowledged the tre- | 
mendous psychological impact : 
that this book has had in that | 
country, where the intellectual z 
has become weary of a ritualistic f 
religion whose only finality was A 
to conquer an empire and main- t! 
tain it for the crown. t 
It would be wrong, however, to i 
think that this book is a mere es- 
say on political matters, because 
the author is fundamentally con- 
cerned with religious issues. As 
a matter of fact, summing up the 
whole argumentation in the final 





chapter, the author proceeds to a 
cogent analysis of what does not 
constitute religion, offering at the 
end the Gospel message as the 
only safeguard of man’s freedom. 
In this light, the three constitu- 
ents of the American Dream— 
religious opportunity, political 
equality and material sufficiency 
—are shown in their causal rela- 
tionship to unlimited freedom of 
religion and education by which 
man may seek the will of God in 
an open Bible. 
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N Como Hallar la Felicidad 
(How to Find Happiness) Dr. 
Montafio deals with the problem 
that has stirred the human mind 
since Adam’s Fall. This book, 
which carries an introduction by 
Arthur H. Compton, Nobel Prize 
winner for 1937, also exhibits the 
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tightly-knit logic of a keen philo- 
sophical mind. To illustrate the 
super-empirical destiny of man, 
the author humorously points out 
that neither the ninety-eight-cent 
value placed upon the chemical 
content of the human body nor 
the 570-million-dollar value placed 
upon the 11,400,000 kilowatt 
hours of energy potential of each 
pound of human flesh can be tak- 
en as the measure of man’s 
worth. Dismissing all materialis- 
tic interpretations as inadequate 
to satisfy man’s Promethean 
quest for lasting happiness, Dr. 
Montano forcefully presents the 
inescapable choice each man 
faces: a decision for Christ or 
against Christ. Even in the latter 
case, the hatred would be but an 
imperfect form of love (as Papini 
put it) that would act as an inner 
gadfly compelling man to yield, 
at last, to the only One who can 
fully satisfy. 


In spite of the tremendous 
problem encompassed, the essay 
makes easy reading because of the 
practical illustrations used. The 
argumentation, always cogent and 
forceful, becomes at times lyrical. 
Another feature of the book is 
that the author never resorts to 
that cheap optimism so common 
in this field or to that certain 
cheeriness, compounded of a ster- 
eotyped smile and a pat on the 
back, which indulgently suggests 
that all’s right with the world. 
Dr. Montafio does not under-as- 
sess the fact that a Christian is 
never completely at home in this 
mundane world and that his hap- 
piness will be sealed only there- 
after. —G. L. 


Devotions and Prayers of Martin 
Luther, selected and translated by 
Dr. Andrew Kosten (Grand Rap- 
ids, Baker Book House, 1956; 111 
pp, $1.50) 


This short anthology of Lu- 
ther’s prayers and meditations 
will be welcomed by many whose 
knowledge of the Reformer’s rich 
devotional life is limited to a few 
hymns and, perhaps, to a vague 


remembrance of the stirring lines 
of his prayer before the trial at 
the Diet of Worms. 

The reader will be pleasantly 
surprised that, in spite of the tre- 
mendous gulf of time that sepa- 
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rates our spiritual and devotional 
climate from the sixteenth cen- 
tury milieu, Luther’s prose re- 
tains all its pristine directness 
and forcefulness. The freshness 
and immediacy of these prayers 
not only reveal the identity of 
spiritual issues in different ages, 
but also enable us to know the 
Reformer for what he really was 
—a man of prayer, who even dur- 
ing the most topsy-turvy years 
of Reformation never spent less 
than two hours daily in prayerful 
meditation. 

This daily communion with 
God was the inner source of Lu- 
ther’s indomitable faith and in- 
exhaustible energy. For this rea- 
son his devotional prose helps us 
know the real Luther much more 
than his other more elaborate 
writings do (such as the well- 
known “Address to the Christian 
Nobility of the German Nation” or 
“Concerning Christian Liberty”). 


Not only does this excellent an- 
thology provide a deeper insight 
into the Reformer’s spiritual 
make-up, but it sharpens the 
reader’s spiritual sight by point- 
ing him anew to Christ. The fifty- 
two meditations (each accompa- 
nied by a congenial prayer), 
though varied in tone and inspira- 
tion, all gravitate toward the mo- 
tivation which was foremost in 
Luther’s religious experience: the 
unbounded fullness of Grace 
which is in Christ. At a time of 
gathering darkness, when the 
world seems to be marching to- 
ward its destruction, we can bene- 
fit greatly if we will enter into Lu- 
ther’s spirit, which would not ac- 
cept anything as coming from 
man, because of the conviction 
that God is not outside events but 
in them. 

Another merit of the book is 
the fact that some of Luther’s de- 
votions are presented for the first 
time to those who do not have 
access to the German editions of 
the Reformer’s works. Even the 
devotional prose that was already 
known in English has been trans- 
lated anew, thus realizing a fresh- 
er touch. 


This small book commends it- 
self to all who, realizing the sim- 
ilarity of our contemporary his- 
torical setting to that of Luther’s 
time, have cherished a sympa- 


thetic attitude toward “the last 
man of the Middle Ages.” 


Decision in Crisis, by Beverly 
Madison Currin, Jr. (New York, 
Greenwich Book Publishers, 1956; 
80 pp.) 


God gave youth the privilege of 
an acute sense of wonder at the 
world around him. From this 
Socratic capacity of wonder de- 
rives the charming touch and the 
expressive freshness of Decision 
in Crisis. 

With the debonair simplicity 
and the captivating trust. of his 
youth, Mr. Currin embarks on the 
Herculean labor of debunking the 
glitter and brass of America’s cli- 
maxing interest in a religion hav- 
ing some social significance yet 
void of all theological content. 
The author takes the stand 
against “religion’s best sellers” 
that are selling the seamless tunic 
of the Master under the cheap 
label of hedonism, thus converting 
Christianity into the apotheosis 
of humanity. 

In the hurried pragmatism of 
these salesmen of success and 
peace of mind, Christianity is 
projected uniquely in a mundane 
dimension, in which religiosity 
can be used to “make life worth 
living.” To this impotent and uni- 
dimensional flattening of the Gos- 
pel, this book opposes the Stand- 
ard that was raised on Calvary’s 
hill, stressing the intrinsic escha- 
tological character of the Chris- 
tian message that locates its de- 
nouement in the world to come. 
Concisely, a “decision for Christ” 
is opposed to a “decision for self.” 

In a somewhat Kirkegaardian 
mood, Mr. Currin warns the 
weary of this world that there is 
no use seeking a cure for anxiety 
in any man-contrived means of 
salvation. Such anxiety is ulti- 
mately caused by man’s alienation 
from God, and only through con- 
version to God in Christ and the 
acceptance of a Christian philoso- 
phy of life will contemporary man 
find the remedy for the neurosis 
of our age. Once removed from 
the spell of the polysyilabie words 
of the panderers to human pride, 
man will find in Christ the only 
significant answer to a world the 
future of which is rendered more 

(Continued on page 32) 
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Billy Graham and 
Rome 


Dear Dr. Montajfio: 

I enclose a copy of a letter 
which has been sent to one of 
our friends in St. Paul, Minne- 
sota, dealing with Mr. Graham 
in the June issue of the CON- 
VERTED CATHOLIC magazine ... 

Your magazine reaches this 
office every month, and I have 
often been helped by the forceful 
presentation of truth as you pre- 
sent it. I am all the more sorry, 
therefore, that this editorial 
article should be so _ biased 
against Mr. Graham and with 
so little justification. 

RALPH W. MITCHELL 


Billy Graham Evangelistic Assn. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 





(Copy) 





Dear Mr. P 


. . . It must be clearly under- 
stood that Mr. Graham has been 
called of God to be an evangelist. 
The Apostle Paul makes it abun- 
dantly clear that this is one of 
the gifts of Christ to His Church. 
Therefore, Mr. Graham is the 
bearer of “good news.” One rea- 
son, I believe, why God is so 
signally blessing the ministry of 
his servant today is because of 
his kindly disposition. Yea, be- 
cause his heart is full of com- 
passion for the souls of men. 

From the very beginning of 
Mr. Graham’s ministry, he re- 
solved not to attack any church 
or denomination, but persuasive- 
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ly, passionately, and persistently, 
to proclaim the “unsearchable 
riches of Christ.” A question I 
like to ask of Mr. Graham’s 
critics is, “If this policy is all 
wrong, why is it that God con- 
tinually is blessing the ministry 
of His servant?” 

With regard to Mr. Graham’s 
statement, “The Catholic Church 
has been extremely friendly to 
me everywhere I have gone,” 
this is simply a generalization. 
However, it must not be taken to 
mean that Mr. Graham thinks 
the Roman Catholic Church en- 
dorses his message or supports 
his campaigns. In fact, the state- 
ment was made last February, 
just before the meeting held by 
Mr. Graham and his party in the 
Philippines. There had been real 
opposition to the meeting by the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy, and 
the members of that Church 
were solemnly directed not to 
attend. Because God’s_ servant 
followed his usual method and 
did not blast the Bishop, as 
many would have done, the Lord 
honored him with the largest 
religious gathering ever held in 
the Philippines, with hundreds 
coming forward to the altar at 
the end to profess faith in Jesus 
Christ as Savior and Lord. 


The most serious criticism, 
however, is the writer’s sugges- 
tion that Mr. Graham’s messages 
are sending people into the Ro- 
man Catholic fold. It is evident 
that the editor has not the 
slightest idea of Mr. Graham’s 
ministry or his message. 
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Views and opinions expressed in this 
department do not necessarily repre- 
sent the view-point of this Magazine, 
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Almost every day we get let. 
ters telling us of how through 
the evangelistic campaigns and 
broadcasts of the “Hour of De. 
cision” Roman Catholics have 
come into the blessed assurance 
of salvation through faith in the 
Christ of God, Who shed His 
precious blood for our redemp- 
tion. Does this indicate that Mr. 
Graham is “failing to emphasize 
the fundamental articles of faith 
on which the Protestant Refor- 
mation rests”? 

RALPH W. MITCHELL 





Dear Dr. Montajio: 


... 1 want to mention to you 
. . . that your thoughts on Billy 
Graham are much the same as 
mine. Although I do not question 
that God has used this man, I 
grieve at the compromise he has 
made and is making. To give a 
contrary opinion of one so popu- 
lar among the world as well as 
many Christians certainly takes 
courage and invites criticism. 
But I believe these facts should 
be made known... 
JOHN ESEpP!, Pastor 


Torrington, Connecticut 
Evangelical Baptist Church 





Dear Sir: 


“To Rome Via Billy Graham” 
must have been very difficult for 
you to write, because I know 
your zeal for the true Gospel as 
Dr. Graham seemed to have been 
preaching it. I am sure your in- 
formation is reliable and that 
you write in sorrow and, as you 
say, “sincere prayer that Billy 
Graham may become conscious 
of the fact that compromise is a 
very dangerous weapon.” I am 
shocked by the news because I 
thought his sermons, as I hear 
them over the radio, would draw 
from the Roman Church and all 
apostasies, instead of sending to 
them. 

I have prayed regularly for his 
ministry, and especially that the 
Gospel-denying ministers he per- 
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sists in honoring at his meetings 
might be convicted of their 
apostasy and come to a knowl- 
edge of the only true faith and 
complete gospel. I know that 
Biblical ministers including Jack 
Wyrtzen have tried to persuade 
Mr. Graham to have only sound 
ministers pray, and direct new 
converts to only sound churches. 
Indeed, some time ago I ad- 
dressed Mr. Graham along these 
lines, citing the parable of the 
sower, Luke 8:5, and pointing 
out that he offends Christ by 
inviting “the fowls of the air” 
to come where they can “take 
away the word out of their 
hearts, lest they should believe 
and be saved.” I received a for- 
mal thank-you for the encour- 
agement and a_ request for 
money, which I have never felt 
led to send. 

Nevertheless, I had thought 
God in His great mercy was per- 
mitting this foreign combination, 
Gospel and “Higher Criticism” 
Bible-contradictors, to frater- 
nize in order to win or judge the 
latter, and in my prayers for 
the unsaved I have particularly 
prayed for these unorthodox 
leaders, that all might be saved 
in those tremendous meetings. 
But I have never heard of one of 
these apostates being won over 
to the fundamental faith. It 
seems on this Mr. Graham was 
off-balance, and so it would take 
a very little push to send him 
over to the more flagrant Roman 
Catholic apostasy. 

He needs mighty prayers, 
and I will be one of your readers 
who will sincerely comply. 

HELEN DUBUAR 
E. Orange, New Jersey 


Dear Sir: 

... The item... “To Rome by 
Way of Billy Graham?” is decid- 
edly alarming. Christian people 
all over the country are praying 
and looking forward to a great 
revival in his New York cam- 
paign. Something should be done 
to educate Billy and his team to 
the evils of Romanism and com- 
promise. I think this task should 
be undertaken by Christ’s Mis- 
sion. A delegation from the Mis- 
sion should visit Billy and his 
team and in love explain how 
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Protestantism can have no part 
with Romanism. They should 
also show him the need of his 
counseling team, to deal with 
those who lean toward Roman- 
ism. And we all should pray 
about it. 

(Mrs.) LaurA H. CUSTER 
Missoula, Montana 


Dear Dr. Montajfio: 


In a recent issue of the CON- 
VERTED CATHOLIC magazine you 
published an alleged statement 
by Dr. Billy Graham to the effect 
that he had given his blessing to 
a lady convert who expressed de- 
sire to enter a Catholic convent. 
I sent the clipping of that state- 
ment from your magazine to 
Billy Graham, receiving the 
answer from his  Secretary- 
Treasurer, which I enclose here- 
with... 

I consider it important that 
Dr. Graham be not accused of al- 
liance with the Roman Catholics 
besides being affiliated with the 
modernist Protestants. 

Thank you for your magazine 

. warning Protestants against 
militant Romanism. 
OLAV EIKLAND 


The Evangelical Alliance Mission 
Chicago, Illinois 


(Copy) 
Dear Mr. Eikland: 

Please be assured that the 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC magazine 
has misquoted Mr. Graham com- 
pletely and taken sentences out 
of their context. 

What Mr. Graham did say 
with regard to the Philippines 
was that our meeting in the 
Philippines in a strongly Catho- 
lic country was the first time 
that the Catholic Church had 
made any attack upon him. This 
puts the entire question in a con- 
siderably different light. 

We do not have any record nor 
does Mr. Graham recall making 
such a statement as you have 
read, to a nun. 

It may be interesting to know 
that some 1,200 of the nearly 
5,000 converts in a single meet- 
ing in the Philippine Islands 
indicated that they were Catho- 
lics. To the best of our ability 
these newborn babes in Christ 


were directed to a Protestant 
Church where the Gospel was 
preached. 

Geo. M. WILSON 


The Billy Graham Evan. Assn. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 


e According to a United Press 
dispatch of last February 11, 
which referred to the Philippines 
incident, Billy Graham said that 
the Archbishop’s warning to 
Catholics to stay away from his 
Sunday rally was the first such 
ban he had encountered. The 
dispatch further quoted Mr. 
Graham as follows: “The Catho- 
lic Church has been extremely 
friendly to me anywhere I have 
gone. This is the first time such 
a thing has beset me. One thing 
I admire very much is Christian 
tolerance. I respect the Arch- 
bishop’s conviction.” 

This was reported fully in the 
May CONVERTED CATHOLIC and 
was referred to explicitly in the 
June editorial. 


Jesuits in Switzerland 


Dear Dr. Montajfio; 


As you probably know, Jesuits 
are trying to abolish two articles 
of the Swiss Constitution which 
strongly limit their activity in 
our country. 

Because of the ignorance and 
apathy of many Protestants, and 
also because of a_ tendency 
towards a false ecumenicity on 
the part of many pastors, it is to 
be feared that these two articles 
may be suppressed. 

I have recently been lent a book 
. .. in which the author is quoting 
the last oath by which Jesuit 
priests are finally received into 
the congregation. If known over 
here, that oath would have a ter- 
rific effect on our Protestant 
people... 

Rocer CHERIX, pastor 
Neuchatel, Switzerland 





Fr. Francis L. Kinney, 
C.P.P.S., 


principal of the (Roman Catho- 
lic) Brunnerdale Seminary, Can- 
ton, Ohio: “Why does the minor 
seminary admit young men who 
cannot be successful in its pro- 
gram?... 


“It has been established for a 
long time that college work is vir- 
tually impossible for those whose 
1.Q.’s range from 90 to 100, as 
well as being exceedingly difficult 
for those whose I.Q.’s range from 
100 to 110... 

“Yet in the face of these facts, 
and the fact that about 25 per 
cent of dropouts from the minor 
seminary are caused directly by 
academic failure, it seems the 
usual practice for minor semi- 
naries to admit students whose 
1.Q.’s range as low as 90. In fact, 
a recent study of admissions prac- 
tices in minor seminaries revealed 
that there were only six minor 
seminary rectors out of 68 who 
opined that an I.Q. of 110 was the 
minimum acceptable in the minor 
seminarian. A similar study of 
the admission practices of Catho- 
lic colleges revealed that 57.8 per 
cent of the colleges refused to ad- 
mit students having less than 110 


nO... 


. How can we persist in ad- 
vertising that average intelligence 
is sufficient to follow the vocation 
of the priesthood, when it seems 
evident that better than average 
intelligence is not only desirable, 
but downright necessary? An av- 
erage I.Q. is one from 90 to 110, 
and it has been shown that the 
lower limit of this group has to 
work hard to sustain a C average 
in the ordinary high school. If we 
keep on saying that this group 
can be successful in the high- 
school department of the minor 
seminary, we are either admitting 
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that the seminary high school is 
less demanding, or that so many 
inferior students are admitted to 
the minor seminary that the 
standards are necessarily lower 
than the run-of-the-mill high 
school.” (The Priest, May, 1956) 


James McNamee: 


“It is sometimes imagined that 
the Catholic Church is forever 
committed to the Latin language. 
This is not true, has never been 
true ... The Western rite’s at- 
tachment to Latin is . . . a histori- 
cal accident, arising from the 
papacy, terrified by the fear of 
chaos, assuming the task of pre- 
serving what it could of the Ro- 
man Empire and culture... One 
church, one law, one language, 
one empire seemed very logical. 
“So it was that the Latin rite 
became committed to cultural and 
legal uniformity as well as reli- 
gious unity, and at all costs. All 
newly converted nations were per- 
force fitted into the Roman cul- 
tural framework as well as the 
Christian faith. Diversity was 
not tolerated. It was because of 
this delusion, for instance, that 
the Normans were incited by the 
Popes against Anglo-Saxon Eng- 
land, and later against Ireland, 
with excommunication for resist- 
ers. Both countries were develop- 
ing individual cultures of their 
own. It was, sad to say, only with 
the Reformation that our vernac- 
ular cultures were free to develop. 
Up to that time unity and uni- 
formity were badly confused . 
“It is a great tragedy of our 
time that the vernacular cultures 
grew mostly outside Catholic in- 
fluence. The Reformation had a 
powerful weapon against the 
Church in national feelings which 
had been denied proper expres- 
sion. Martin Luther, a master of 
strong and effective German, put 


this weapon to good use. Wy 
liffe and Huss also come to min 
It is a fact even today that Pre 
estantism is not so much a Chri 
tian heresy as it is a schism in the 
Latin rite . 

“The Church no longer nel 
civil mission. Latin is dead 
though as an official language i 
is still of use. As a ritual languag 
it should have been allowed t 
pass away a thousand years age 
It is a wall between men of today 
and the Christian Faith. It is 
serious obstacle to missionary ac 
tivity ... 

“We may rightly expect soo! 
to see the full Catholic rites in th 
many languages of the world, thai 
is, when we go back beyond thi 
prejudices of the Middle Ages and 
beyond fears of the Dark Ag 
to the earliest (and most authen- 
tic) custom of the Church.” (The 
Priest, May, 1956) 
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and more precarious by the un- 
folding of the mysteries of the 
atom. 

This is a little book, written in 
a journalistic style and intended 
to be read in a couple of sittings. 
The reader will enjoy this youth- 
ful restatement of the Gospel in a 
timely setting. 
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